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Chelidonium Majus.* 


By Georce WILLIAM WINTERBURN, M. D., 
New York. 


E will occupy the hour to-day considering 
the estimable virtues of a remedy, for 
which I must confess an especial Jench- 
ant, because it has so often in my hands 

proved its quality; and which, I doubt not, you 
will share with me on a more intimate acquaint- 
ance. It is, to be sure, not strictly speaking 
an American shrub, but it grows so freely here 
now it has lodgment, that the story of its heal- 
ing virtue should be heralded wherever it shows 
its dainty head. I mean the greater celandine. 

Chelidonium, so called because it was supposed 
to flower with the arrival of the swallow (xeddwv, 
the swallow), and to perish with its departure, is a 
pale-green herb, imported from Europe, but now 
Naturalized in this country, and growing in waste 
places and on waysides. It belongs to the natural 
order apaveracee, the same as the poppy and the 
blood-root. The WHOLE PLANT contains an abun- 
dant bright-yellow juice, which exudes when any 
part is broken. The tincture should always be 
prepared from the green plant including the root. 

Chemical Constztuents.—It contains chelidonic 
acid C. 14, H. 5, 0.3; a narcotic alkaline’ principle, 
chelerythrin C.,;, H.4¢, N.O.g; a bitter alkaline 
principle, chelfdonin C. 4, H. 99, N. 3,0. 4; aneutral 
crystallizable principle, chelidoxanthin C. 90, H. 9, 
N.O.,; beside resin, malic acid, silica, and various 
salts. Chelerythrin also occurs in sanguinaria 
canadensis and glaucium luteum. 

Physiological Effects.—F our dogs poisoned with 

erate doses, upon fost-mortem, the mucous 
membranes were found of a lively red; and the 
lungs brownish blue, congested with blood, and 
slightly crepitant. The same phenomena were 
Noticed in a horse. Two goats fed with the herb 
Were soon seized with severe diarrhoea, which con- 
tinued until their death on the third day. 

The fresh juice of the plant applied to the skin 
produces inflammation and redness. Of the effects 
of its internal use, Schallern says in Latin, thus 
translated : 

“Taken internally, it penetrates the inmost vessels, re- 
Solves and attenuates (the fluids). It drives out the perspir- 

Moisture, the sweat, and urine; also, as I have expe- 
1 more than once after taking the extract at different 
times of the day or year, it relieves the bowels without in- 
Convenience. It strengthens not only the grime viz, but 





*Lecture XIV—From Prof. Winterburn’s “Lectures on Ma- 
teria Medica” now in press. 





also the secunde, and extends its tonic influence throughont 
the whole frame.” 


According to Voigt : 

‘*The fresh juice in strong doses, affects powerfully the 
abdominal organs causing vomiting and purging followed 
by diminution and strength of the pulse, great depression of 
muscular power, laborious and difficult breathing, becloud- 
ing of the senses, stupefaction of the head, severe perspira- 
tion and salivation, sparkling and darkness before the eyes.” 
—Lehrbuch der Pharmacodynamtk, II, 243. 


Rademacher, a close observer and scientific pre- 
scriber, says that it acts on the internal structure 
of the liver, and he believes that all its general 
effects are due to this specific action. Dr. Buch- 
mann, of Germany, has made asplendid proving of 
this drug on eighteen persons, extending over a 
period of nine months, with doses of the tincture 
varying from five drops to three drachms. In his 
summing up of its physiological effects he says : 

‘* The power of exciting the whole arterial and capillary 
system is possessed by chelidonium, in common with aco- 
nite, as appears from the great similarity of the febrile 
symptoms, but it does not agree with the transient character 
of the action of aconite on the vascular system. This is 
especially evident from its effects on the vena porta and its 
functions, inasmuch as it calls forth all the phenomena of 
fully developed abdominal plethora. This effect is always, 
for the most part, produced by defective circulation in the 
liver, and continual catarrhal excitement of the mucous 
membrane of the abdominal viscera. There is no room to 
doubt that the attacks of palpitation, slowness of the pulse 
(50), the distension of the veins of the hands, the paralysis, 
weight and stiffness of the limbs, the coldness of the ex- 
tremities, the cedematous swelling of the legs, dull pains in 
head, vertigo, pressure in the occiput, pains in the back and 
sacrum, weakness, indolence, irritability, ill-humor, alter- 
nation of diarrhoea with costiveness, fits of colic, yellow-gray 
color of the skin, renewal of the symptoms on change of 
weather, etc., are to be referred to a congested retention of 
blood in the portal system, and the hyperemia thereby de- 
termined in the abdominal organs.” 


Chelidonium primarily acts upon the mucous 
membrane, exciting catarrhal inflammation in the 
oesophagus, stomach and intestines, in the nostrils 
and respiratory tract, in the mucous lining of the 
gall-ducts, as well as in that of the urethra and 
ureters, and the female sexual apparatus. The 
skin was covered, more or less, with elevated exan- 
thematous eruptions, which appeared more com- 
monly on the face and genitals. 

Pain of a severe neuralgic nature was experienced 
in various parts of the body, with restlessness, 
anxiety, and desire for fresh air (see baptisia). 
Also myalgic pain, as if the muscles were strained, 
bruised, torn, or as if the bones were mashed or dis- 
located. From no other medicine does the feeling 
of constriction occur in so many parts of the body ; 
we find it in the forehead, temples, muscles of the 
nape of the neck, larynx, oesophagus, thorax, navel 
and anus. 

There was one notable cardiac symptom. The 
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heart-beat was steady and less frequent than 
normal, but so strong that the clothes were lifted 
by the movement, communicated to the thoracic 
parietes, and sounded so plainly to the prover, that 
she fancied others must hear it also. 

The fever symptoms were well marked in all the 
trials; cold rigors, with chattering teeth and goose- 
skin, glowing heat, full, bounding pulse. (go), fol- 
lowed by warm perspiration and pale countenance. 

Forgetfulness, quarrelsomeness, extreme low- 
ness of spirits, and horrible dreams characterize 
the mental state. 

Pain in the kidneys occurred in most of the cases 
with great sensitiveness to pressure, frequent urg- 
ing to urinate, urine intensely acid (uric and hip- 
puric), deficient in chlorides, and in one case con- 
taining mucous epithelium and compact urinary 
cylinders. The impression of the drug in this case 
was so considerable that cedematous swelling of 
the extremities occurred. 

Small, thin, bright-yellow stools characterize its 
primary action, followed after from four to eight 
days, with white clay-colored stools, destitute of 
bile, very hard and ditficult, causing a painful nod- 
ule on the margin of the anus. 

Three different conditions of the secretion of the 
bile were caused by chelidonium. 

I.—Diminished secretion, with light gray or yel- 
lowish-white stools, without deposit of biliary 
coloring matter in the skin, and without separation 
by the urine. 

Il.—Suppressed secretion, with lemon-colored 
skin all over, as in jaundice. 

iIl.—Absorption, without stopping its escape 
into the intestinal canal. 


The chelidonium catarrh in the air passages 
manifested itself by dry cough, with expectoration 
as if from the depths of the lungs; with dyspneea, 
sudden lancinating pains on the right side, ag- 
gravated by movement. Extravasations apparently 
took place in the lung tissue (as proved by Zost- 
mortem in animals), as soreness occurred at various 
points as from a wound, increased by breathing 
deeply, which always seemed to cause coughing 
and choking. It appears to exert a special influence 
upon the diaphragm, 

All the provers had great desire for acids (vine- 
gar, sour wine), and disrelish for cheese, etc. (alka- 
line food.) 

Chelidonium is analogous to arnica, bryonia, 
podophyillum, leptandria, baptisia, sanguinaria and 
chionanthus. 


Therapeutics—The great celandine has been 
used, both externally and internally, from the re- 
motest antiquity. The fresh juice was used by the 
ancient Greeks as an external application in affec- 
tions of the eye. Fabricius, of Hilden, attributes 
to it the power of removing incipient cataract. 
Schallern mentions the cure of several cases of 
amaurosis. Biett says it has arrested the progress 
of a pterygium. Blankard has dissipated with it 
specks on the cornea. Galenus and Dioscorides 
used a vinous decoction in jaundice. 'Creuzbauer 
used it to dissolve biliary calculi. Gilibert and 
Récamier have seen good effects from it in indolent 
engorgement of the liver and spleen, with or with- 
out intermittent fever. Lange has seen it success- 
ful in pulmonary catarrh and chlorosis, Lisden- 
fort in caries, Hufeland in glandular affections, 
Boniface in pulmonary phthisis, and Riviére in 
biliary complaints. 

I need hardly mention the well-known power of 
the fresh juice to remove warts, fungous growths, 
and cancerous excrescences. 

How is it possible that, in spite of such precious 
traditions, celandine should have fallen into such 





complete disuse, that it is no longer even men- 
tioned in but few materia medica? Is it not 
strange that facts can be thus blotted out? It jg 
not because other and better remedies have been 
found to take its place, because, as I shall show 
you, celandine is unequaled in the treatment of 
various important affections. 

I.—In the first place, celandine is superior to 
arnica as avulnerary. In all painful conditions of 
the cutis vera, and subcutaneous cellular tissue, of 
traumatic origin, characterized by inflammation, 
and extreme painfulness on pressure, you wiil find 
celandine of the utmost value. In all lesions 
caused by bruises, falls or sprains; in the myalgia 
and exhaustion of over-exercise; in traumatic 
pleuro-pneumonia; and even in tetanus caused by 
traumatic lesions, the local and internal use of 
celandine will prove its splendid curative power, 
From indications in the provings, but of this | 
know of no clinical confirmation, I believe it will 
go beyond this, and follow up the remoter conse- 
quences of mechanical injuries and the results of 
over-exertion, even after ail local evidence of the 
mischief has subsided. 

11.—Then you will find it valuable in many forms 
of cutaneous disorder; in simple erythema, in 
herpetic or eczematous eruptions, in falling out of 
the hair or beard, in warts, and in ulcers, even when 
inveterate, foul and phagedenic. Diseases occur- 
ring from suppressed eruptions are frequently 
benefited by a course of celandine in moderate 
dosage. 

In diseases of the eye celandine has always had 
a reputation. Dioscorides gives the swallows the 
credit of curing blindness in their young by feed- 
ing them with bits of the leaf! You will probably 
find it of value in some cases of catarrhal oph- 
thaimia; in amblyopia or amaurosis, especially 
when traumatic; in traumatic iritis; in musce 
volitantes, when they are flickering, sparkling, or 
black; and in absence of better treatment, you 
might try it in cataract and pterygium, as an alle- 
viative measure. 

I have often proved its efficacy in acute inflammation of 
the eyes, where they are swollen, injected, with a sensation 
of burning, as if from the presence of a foreign body. 
When there iS excessive photophobia, lachrymation, abun- 
dant sebaceous secretion, agglutination of the eyelids in 
the morning; shiverings from time to time; pain which 
generally extends not only to the forehead, but sometimes 
all over the head ; this pain, beginning to be felt towards 
2 or 3 P. M., is at its height about 8 or 9, and prevents 
sleep, or even lying down, till nearly daybreak.—Ferivat. 

IIl.—In the digestive tract, omitting. for the 
present, consideration of the liver, you will find it 
of service in cesophagitis, indicated by heat and 
burning from the pharynx to the stomach, and 
constriction or contractive spasm low down behind 
the larynx; in dyspepsia, evinced by disrelish for 
cheese, meat, and other nitrogenous foods, and 
cold drinks, with keen desire for hot drinks and 
sour things, such as lemons, pickles, wine ; in in- 
testinal catarrh, painless, nocturnal, yellowish, 
and slimy; and bilious diarrhoea, with rumbling in 
the abdomen, before, during, and after stool, not 
much pain, but great feeling of debility and weak- 
ness. 

In the summer diarrhoea of children, especially 
when associated with laryngeal, bronchial, or lung 
troubles, it often acts better than any other rem- 
edy. Bet 
Every case of gastro-intestinal catarrh in chil- 
dren, occurring at any season of the year, and 
showing itself by bright colored diarrhcea, loss of 
appetite, feverish symptoms, and causing great 
emaciation and feebleness, will yield quickly to 
the exhibition of chelidonium. : 

Chelidonium will often be of service to chi- 
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dren afflicted with worms, when they complain 
of crawling, pricking and itching within the rec- 
tum, or on the perineum, associated with costive- 
ness. Schallern testifies to its good effects against 
round worms. 

Constipation, with white, clay-like stools, or 
resembling sheep-dung, is often removed by gentle 
purgation with this drug. ; 

1V.—But, it is in diseases of the liver that we 
find the real value of celandine. You will find no 
better remedy, and none so often indicated in gen- 
eral practice, in the disorders of the liver. Valu- 
able as podophyllum, leptandra and iris are, yet, I 
believe, chelidonium is oftener indicated than either 
of them. Pain under the right scapula, with con- 
stipation of whitish stool, or bright, yellow diar- 
rheeic stool, with acid urine, is diagnostic for it. 
You will find it of value in the treatment of acute 
inflammation of the liver, induration of the liver, 
catarrh of the gall-ducts, cholesterzemia, jaundice 
of every grade, biliary calculi. 

Dr. Hale details a case of biliary obstruction in 
which the prompt curative action of the medicine 
was unmistakable : 

The patient was a gentleman, an old resident of Chi- 
cago. He had been jaundiced nearly two years, and dur- 
ing that time had suffered intolerably with congestive 
chills, terrible cardialgia, periodic ; intense hepatic pains, 
and his appearance when I first saw him was frightful. He 
was bronze-yellow ; emaciated in the extreme ; urine scanty 
and nearly black ; stools hard and white ; total inability to 
retain food ; pulse intermittent and almost imperceptible. 
Like the case above alluded to, he had been drugged con- 
stantly for the two. years, without the slightest benefit. I 
began with two drops ¢inct. chelid. every three hours, in- 
creasing it a drop each dose every day, until he took ten 
drops, when he was seized with intense pains in the gall- 
bladder, followed by the expulsion from the bowels of a 
stone, dumb-bell shaped, nearly an inch long, and half an 
inch in diameter. . He rapidly recovered.—.Vew Remedies, 
p. 138. 


Many other cases of similar import come to us 
from Germany and England, showing its wide ac- 
ceptance. In two cases of gall-stones and black 
jaundice fifteen drops of the juice of celandine 
four times a day removed fifty-three stones in one 
case and three hundred in the other. In all, or 
nearly all diseases in which you will get rapid 
curative effects from celandine, there will be some 
connection between the disorder and the state of 
the hepatic system. 

V.—It is probable that celandine may yet prove 
of value in renal troubles, especially those that 
date back to pre-existing hepatic derangements. It 
has the power of setting up a condition analogous 
to Bright’s disease, and although clinical experi- 
ence has not yet confirmed the hypothesis, I 
would suggest that you give it a trial, and watch 
carefully the results. If, as I hope, it can make a 
place for itself here, it will be a treasure of price- 
less value. 

VI.—In the treatment of diseases of the respi- 
ratory organs, it is a remedy of considerable im- 
portance, Influenza, with frequent sneezing, sore- 
ness in the nostrils, and associated with more or 
less irritation of the vagi, comes within its influ- 
ence. Whooping cough is sometimes relieved by 
it, especially the epidemic form, with hepatic tor- 
por. Laryngitis, bronchitis, pneumonitis and pleu- 
ntis, when the liver is implicated, and particularly 
if there be a yellow, slimy diarrhoea, with the pecul- 
lar dietetic desires and dislikes that I have men- 
tioned, will yield to its influence. Even nervous 

€ctions, such as asthma, hay-asthma, spasm 
of the glottis, prosopalgia and chorea, with the 
above concomitants, are benefited by it. 

Kissel gives the following: sample cases of cough, 
with emaciation and fever in the evening, that 
come within the province of celandine. 
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1. Aboy, xt. 4, had hada cough for a week, and in the even- 
ing a hot fit, with perfect intermission, when I undertook his 
case, March 19, 1849. The boy, who was previously stout, 
had become strikingly thin, with a dirty-gray complexion. 
He complained of nothing, but coughed up a little phlegm. 
Auscultation showed nothing abnormal ; stool bright-yel- 
low and consistent ; urine bright-yellow, clear and acid. 
The pulse in the morning soft, not frequent ; skin of nor- 
mal temperature. 

Gave twelve drops of ¢7uct. chelid. per day. 

On the second day the fever was gone, and in a few days 
the child was quite well. 

2. Agirl, zt. 4, had suffered for ten days with cough and 
loss of appetite, and had several times had transient pain 
in the bowels when I saw her March 29, 1849. She had 
fallen away rapidly, had a dingy-gray complexion, and 
coughed hard without much expectoration. Auscultation 
discovered mucous rale on both sides. Her tongue was 
clean; urine bright-yellow, clear and natural; pulse 110 
and small; skin of normal temperature and rather moist ; 
stool quite white, like thick pap; conjunctiva clear white, 
without any trace of bilious tinge. 

R. Tinct. chelid., 3 iij. 

Four drops five times a day. 

By March 31 the cough was more moderate; stool once 
brownish, but then white again. April 2 it was brown, and 
continued so; the mucous rale could scarcely be heard ; 
pulse 80. The child was playing again. Quite well by 
April s. 





Chelidonium will materially alleviate whooping 
cough, when the catarrhal symptoms are promi- 
nent (or catarrhal diarrhoea) ; the cough, which is 
violent and straining, with lachrymation, a/ternates 
with burning, shooting and* constrictive pains in 
the larynx, and expectoration. 

The following case is mentioned as typical of 
its use in spasm of the glottis : 

A child one year old, grown rather thin, was ill for ten 
weeks. Always on awaking it had a fit of laryngeal spasm, 
which had become gradually more severe till at last the res- 
piration ceased for some time at each fit. ‘The tongue was 
thickly coated yellow, stool greenish-yellow, urine bright 
yellow, clear and strongly acid. 

KR. Sodz carb., 3 ij. 
Tinct. chelid., gtt. v. 
Aq. dest., 3 ij. 
Gummi Arab., 3 ij. 
A teaspoonful every hour. 
Well in four days. 


VII.—Sometimes hepatic derangements involve 
the cardiac structure and set up an inflammatory 
action resulting in peri-carditis or endo-carditis, and 
here also chelidonium will come to our assistance; 
just as we saw digitalis, when we studied that drug, 
wiping out hepatic disorders arising from cardiac 
affections. Analogous to aconite and bryonia, it 
will sometimes replace both of these in the treat- 
ment of measles—the gastro-hepatic symptoms 
will be diagnostic. It will replace arnica in the 
treatment of erysipelas of the face, traumatic or 
otherwise; and baptisia and rhus, in typhoid fever. 
Dommes relates a severe case of vesicular erysipe- 


| las of the face cured by the tincture of chelidonium 


in six days. Rademacher, Lofller, Bernhardi, Kis- 


| sel, and Thienemann all found it efficacious in ep- 


idemics of typhus, characterized by rapid general 
emaciation, sense of being bruised all over, dizzi- 
ness and confusion of head, and incoherent speech. 
The loose stools numbered six or twelve per day, 
and were bright-yellow or green, watery, slimy, 
and parted into two portions, one of which was 
thinner and stood uppermost, whilst the other cov- 
ered the bottom of the vessel. In children they 
were often quite white, as in the last stage of jaun- 
dice. The urine was at first jumentous and very 
acid, then turned deep-yellow and turbid, afterwards 
bright-yellow and clear, The normal duration of 
the disease was eight weeks, and death was pre- 
ceded by hemorrhage from the bowels. The tinc- 
ture of chelidonium was found to be the remedy. 
Twenty drops per day was given in divided doses, 
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and complete recovery took place in from two to 
three weeks. Death occurred in no instance where 
it was employed. 

It has already been stated that obstinate inter- 
mittents were formerly cured by chelidonium. It 
will be found useful in those cases where the fever 
sets in daily, in the afternoon or evening. The 
chill lasts fifteen or twenty minutes, followed by 
fever ‘for two hours, with thirst. 

When you meet with a case of rheumatism, or 
rheumatic gout, characterized by intense pain on 
the part being touched ever so gently, and particu- 
larly if the functions of the pneumo-gastric are more 
or less perverted, give a trial to chelidonium. 

VIII.—In certain forms of headache it is indis- 
pensable. These are mainly bilious or sick head- 
aches, but it will also be useful occasionally in neu- 
ralgic headache. The chelidonium headache is 
periodic; the pain is acute, and presses in the 
direction of the forehead (éry.) ; it seems as if the 
head was compressed with a bandage, close over 
the eyebrows (cactus) ; when she wants to sit up 
in bed, she has to raise her head with her hand, for 
fear the occiput will break off from the rest of the 
skull (eupat. perf.) ; violent throbbing pains from 
nape, coming over the occiput to the temple (saz- 
guin.) ; pains in the roots of the hair when combed 
(mux vom.); vertigo when sitting up in bed 
(arnica), when closing the eyes (contra acon. puls. 
sang.), with tendency“to fall forwards (rhus tox). 
The pain is relieved by eating (contra nux), ag- 
gravated by fresh air (contra puls.), by lying down 
(contra nux), by cough (aux vom.), by blowing 
the nose (rus tox.), by stooping’ (dry.) 

IX. And lastly, in some cases of mental aliena- 
tion, or suicidal mania, when the person is restless, 
forgetful, quarrelsome, and imagines she has com- 
mitted some great or unpardonable crime; you 
will relieve this condition, arising reflexly from 
long-continued hepatic and gastric disorder, and 
cure its hepatic causator, by administering a course 
of celandine. 

In diseases calling for chelidonium, the following 
symptoms are diagnostic : 

Forgets easily. 

Sleepy, but cannot sleep. 

Dread of motion. 

Tongue narrow, pointed, white. 

Redness of theieft cheek. 

Longing for milk, wine, acids. 

Urine intensely sour. 

Stools bright yellow. 

Skin lemon color. 

Chelidonium is best suited to blonde persons, 
bryonia to those with dark hair and eyes. 

Now, as to dose. We may take a leaf out of 
Rademacher’s experience, who first used it in mas- 
sive doses, but finding many disappointments, re- 
duced his doses toa few drops, or fractions of a 
drop, with manifest good results. The best results 
follow the smallest doses. Give five drops of the 
fluid extract in an ounce of water, a teaspoonful 
every hour or two; increase if effects are not ob- 
served, decrease when it causes aggravation of the 
complaint. The maximum dose is a half drachm. 


Veratrum Viride. 
By A. F. Hacaporn, M. D., West Bay City, Mich. 


IRST I am miserable, and then I am “ ’appy.” 
First I read Dr. Lawrence’s article on “ ver- 
atrum viride,” in which he tried so hard to prove me 
a “hero,” but as I never aspired to that appellation, 
I don’t mind his article, particularly. “I’m not vain.” 
In regard to the doctor’s criticism, I have little to 
say. I will simply state that in giving large doses 





of veratrum, I did so for a double purpose, viz,, its 
antispasmodic and emetic effect, both of which | 
invariably obtained, and, according to my opinion 
I could not have obtained a more prompt effect in 
either direction, by any remedy, or set of remedies 
in the materia medica, than I did from the vera- 
trum. The doctor will perhaps be pleased to learn 
that out of my fifty cases referred to in my article 
two died; and, singularly enough, to one of them 
I gave no veratrum. To the other, instead of 
giving a “heroic dose,” I only gave drop doses, 
repeated every half hour, and the convulsions con- 
tinued until death closed the scene, a high and 
bounding pulse continuing almost to the last. In 
the former case.chloral and bromide of potassium 
were the anti-convulsives relied on. I think, without 
a single exception, that to the other 48 cases | 
gave veratrum in from 10 to 20-drop doses, or 
even more. Now, I wish to treat this matter can: 
didly, and will say that since that summer I have 
not given one-third teaspoonful doses of veratrum, 
simply because I do not think it necessary, deeming 
smaller doses quite sufficient for its antispasmodic 
effect (which I did at the time I gave it), and de- 
pending on less depressing emetzcs ; for if vomiting 
should not occur soon, the dose would prove un- 
necessarily large; but I hardly think so disastrous 
a result as Dr. L. suggests, would ensue. For 
stimulants properly administered, would, I have 
every reason to believe, revive the patient, acting 
as they do to stimulate the heart’s action, while the 
veratrum depresses it. . But now, what shad/I do? 
Here comes Dr. W. S. Latta, from away out 
in Lincoln, Nebraska, who says he is surprised 
that veratrum viride should be styled by. some a 
“new agent.” Well, it may have been styled a 
“new agent;” if so, I have not seen it so de- 
nominated. He also thinks it strange “ that there 
should be such a diversity of opinion as to its 
proper administration,” as if a general diversity 
of opinion is not held in regard to almost every 
remedy in the materia medica. He also assumes 
that chloral and bromide of potassium are anti- 
dotes for poisoning by veratrum, which they are 
not, the only effect being to allay nausea and 
vomiting ; and, according to his ideas, must only 
hasten the early demise of the patient. Now, 
I will admit that should vomiting not follow soon 
after the administration of a large dose (and the 
dose can be only relative, like every other drug), 
stimulants might be required to counteract its 
depressing effect. But who would think, but a 
man who is fully up—yes, I must put it stronger, 
far in advance of “the age ’—of giving chloral or 
bromide of potassium as an antidote. Then, after 
assuming an absurdity, he makes it the basis for 
some quite extensive remarks on liniment, strych- 
nine, etc., all of which is as foreign as one can 
imagine, to my treatment. He evidently is at- 
tempting to gain a little notoriety by reviewing my 
article, all of which he is quite welcome to, as far 
as Iam concerned. He admits of having nearly 
killed one patient by his method of administration, 
and says he “could refer to several other cases 
where the toxical effects of the drug were strongly 
manifested under the use of these small doses; 
and now I wish to say that in all probability it was 
the smai/ and repeated doses that caused such 
depression. In other words, he gave it in cumula- 
tive doses, but not in sufficient doses to induce 
vomiting, consequently he came near killing his 
patient. He also tells us “that the plan of using 
veratrum, with several other agents of different 
classes, and attempting to cure all kinds of diseases 
with it, is behind the age,” and then he lays down 
what he is pleased to call “ proper treatment, m 
which he gives four or five different remedies 
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with the veratrum—who is behind the age now ?— 
and winds up by saying: “It is hard to tell how 
much credit is due to the veratrum.” (Omnibus, 
ou see.) Then in rheumatism he says, “it should 
be given sufficiently, often to nauseate, but not to 
vomit; but in sick headache “it may be repeated 
until it vomits ;” but you must of course give in 
small doses, and let it accumulate in the system, 
no matter if it takes two drachms; but if you 
should give one-third of a teaspoonful, and induce 
vomiting in a few minutes, and before one-tenth 
part of it is taken up into the circulation, especially 
if you follow its administration, sooner or later, 
with any other medicine you are “ behind the age. 
In our opinion, our caustic critic is ridiculous 
in his attempts to lay before us, what he styles, 
“proper treatment ;” such egotism as he manifests 
in his article, is simply unpardonable in a man who 
would attempt to lay down “ proper treatment.” 

Now, his whole criticism, from beginning to end, 
is wholly uncalled for. I did not, in my article, 
advocate any methodical dose of veratrum. I 
simply stated how I gave it during a certain epi- 
demic, so to speak, of spasms, together with the 
results. Nor would I give it in such doses under 
other circumstances, perhaps. I, however, am not 
alone so far as large doses are concerned; and 
did 1 wish to wrangle, or substantiate the doses 
I then used, I would not be at a loss to find many 
who have used it in equally large doses. 


Constipation and Dyspepsia. 
By W. H. Rouss, M. D., of Detroit. 
ONSTIPATION and dyspepsia seem to be, in- 
separable from our modern civilized life. It 
is not easy to determine whether our ancestors 
who lived by hunting and fishing were so troubled 


or not, but in these days of hurry and worry, idle- 
ness and fashion, constipation is one of the most 
common ailments. Some cases, it is true, are very 
slight, but very many not only cause much trouble 
but are also associated with dyspepsia and its at- 
tendant troubles, which are legion. 

Chronic constipation of the bowels is very 
common and may cause great annoyance to the 
patient and physician. Remedy after remedy has 
been tried with only temporary benefit, until both 
physician and patient were pleased to conclude a 
truce and permit the enemy to hold the field. Some 
cases have been benefited by change of business or 
diet or both, others by a long and tedious course of 
treatment, but there is no remedy that commands the 
implicit confidence of the profession for this trouble. 

Various attempts have been made to discover or 
devise some remedy to relieve or cure constipa- 
tion of the bowels. The country has been flooded 
with pill and other proprietary medicines, but still 
the trouble continues. Any remedy that will meet 
the majority of indications in these cases will be a 
boon to suffering humanity. 

A few years ago a remedy was introduced to 
the attention of the profession which seems worthy 
of extensive trial. It may not prove a specific for 
all cases of chronic constipation—possibly no rem- 
edy could—but it seems to be more generally ap- 
plicable than any‘other with which I am acquainted. 
This remedy is cascara sagrada, one of the varieties 
of the rhamnus family found in California. Cas- 
cara sagrada (rhamnus purshiana) seems to be 
laxative and tonic in its action, for while it acts on 
the whole extent of the bowels it gives them 
tonicity. It seldom causes pain or inconvenience 
except in ftaking, and unlike most other remedies 
of this class the quantity required gradually be- 
comes less instead of more, till it may be discon- 
tnued altogether. 





I have used cascara sagrada for considerable 
time and a few cases will be given illustrating the 
uses of this valuable remedy. 

CASE 1. Mrs. A. B., aged 76, of medium height 
and nervous temperament, has been troubled with 
both headache and constipation for a number of 
years. In other respects her health has been good 
for one of her years. About three years ago she 
had congestion of the brain which yielded readily 
to treatment but left her old troubles rather worse. 
She tried various remedies to regulate her bowels 
and finally settled down to calomel followed by 
some saline cathartic or rhubarb. These gave 
temporary relief, but the frequent repetition—one 
to three times a week—became quite annoying. 
The appetite, though somewhat irregular, was 
tolerably good. This seemed a good case to test 
the value of our new remedy. I ordered quarter- 
drachm doses of cascara sagrada three times a day 
if required. The patient was instructed to increase 
the dose if required, or take a less number if found 
sufficient. Three doses a day for a short time pro- 
duced the desired results. Then the evening dose 
was omitted, and from this time the quantity re- 
quired became gradually less, Within two weeks 
the patient reported that she was well pleased with 
results, and only one dose in about three days kept 
the bowels in excellent condition. 

CASE 2. Mrs. C. D., aged 28 years, married, has 
been troubled with constipation since she was a 
girl, some ten or twelve years. During the last 
five years her health has been failing. She has 
suffered from prolapsus uteri and endometritis. 
During the last two years, unless relieved by med- 
icine, her bowels would move about once a week. 
The appetite was poor and irregular. She suffered 
severely from neuralgia. Though mother of two 
children her life had become burdensome. A num- 
ber of physicians had been consulted and many 
remedies tried with only temporary relief. Nearly 
all faith in doctors and drugs was lost. 

I was called to attend this woman for uterine 
trouble, which was no doubt aggravated by the 
torpid condition of the alimentary canal. To re- 
lieve the constipation and neuralgia fluid extracts 
rhamnus purshiana and berberis aquifolium were 
ordered three times a day. The appetite soon im- 
proved, the neuralgic pains subsided, and the bow- 
els became regular. As in the previous case, the 
medicine was given at greater intervals, and finally 
discontinued, the bowels acting sufficiently without 
medicine. 

It has been stated by gynzcologists that 90 per 
cent of women are troubled with some disease or 
weakness of the womb. Probably a larger propor- 
tion are troubled with constipation. In not a few 
cases the uterine difficulty is caused by torpor of 
the bowels, and almost any of them may be aggra- 
vated thereby. Some cannot be successfully treated 
while such torpor exists. I know of no single 
remedy which can with success be substituted for 
cascara as a laxative in gynzcological practice. 

CASE 3. E. F., a boy aged six years, has been 
troubled with constipation since birth. The boy 
like his mother, is of a nervous temperament, and 
probably inherits his trouble to some extent. Diet 
and various kinds of medicine were tried, but so 
little relief was obtained that the parents became 
discouraged and permitted the child to go for days 
at a time without alvine discharges. This child, like 
many of the genus fuer, had no great relish for 
nauseous drugs, and cascara was not ordered on 
account of its disagreeable taste. At length this 
child suffered from rather severe convulsions due 
to the condition of the bowels. Fever stimulated 
parental duty to activity, and the child took cascara 
with very gratifying results. 
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Many other cases might be cited illustrating the 
uses of rhamnus purshiana in this troublesome dif- 
ficulty, but these are sufficient for one side. Fail- 
ures are often valuable. One will be given. 

CASE 4. Mrs. G. H., a woman of large family, 
has been troubled with dyspepsia and constipation 
fora number of years. Severe attacks of gastro- 
dynia became painfully frequent. I ordered a 
small bottle of rhamnus purshiana which was 
taken without benefit, but as the woman was a 
poor hand to take medicine—a very unusual cir- 
cumstance—the directions were not carefully fol- 
lowed. By the urgent request of the physician, 
backed by another rather severe attack of gastro- 
dynia, another bottle of the medicine was tried with 
satisfactory results. 

Now, whether this want of results with the first 
bottle was due to irregularity in obeying orders, or 
to some deficiency in the medicine, I can not tell. 
Similar cases have occurred in the hands of other 
physicians, and is probably due to the poor quality 
of the drug, or to some error in putting up the 
prescription. 

Cascara sagrada belongs to a widely distributed 
family of plants, some of which have been long 
used as medicines. The most important of 
these are rhamnus catharticus and rhamnus fran- 
gula. The former is now seldom used on account 
of the severity. of its action as a cathartic ; the lat- 
ter, being less laxative than rhamnus purshiana, has 
probably been substituted for its Californian kin- 
dred. If this be the case, it will account for some 
of the failures. Notwithstanding the occasional 
failure, whether from impure or wrong medicine, I 
now prescribe cascara with considerable confidence, 
and commend it to the careful attention ot the pro- 
fession. 





Viburnum Prunifolium. 
By H. C. Buttarp, M. D., North Attleboro, Mass. 


N the use of new remedies, there are influences 
at work which prevent their indiscriminate use 
by practitioners. At the outset it is unjust to our 
patrons to employ experimentally any remedy that 
has merely a local reputation ; or that is recom- 
mended empirically as efficacious in certain dis- 
eases, It is only as a “dernier resort” in some 
desperate case, that the conscientious physician 
can venture upon the employment of any such 
remedy. The local circumstances surrounding a 
physician, exert a more powerful influence over the 
practicability of making use of any unduly author- 
ized new remedy. In this section, where homceo- 
pathy has been unduly martyrized, and is now 
reaping the reward of martyrdom, it is unjust to 
“rational medicine” to bring it into disrepute by 
venturing too boldly upon a path leading to an un- 
certain termination. I do not intend by this to 
convey the idea that a physician should not pre- 
scribe at all times for his patient what he may con- 
sider best at the time, without fear of the conse- 
quences to his local reputation. Be sure that you 
are right, then go ahead without let or hindrance. 
In'sections of our country, where the employ- 
ment of drugs is often controlled by the inability 
to obtain a known remedy when most needed, the 
physician is often forced to employ some drug 
hitherto untried, for such anemergency. Thesuc- 
cess or failure in the result justifies such an one in 
the future employment of such remedy, or in the 
condemning of it. In this section our facilities for 
procuring our drugs would very rarely give coun- 
tenance to such a procedure. 
I have watched, with much interest, for reports 
upon any new remedies, as contained in your in- 
teresting and, to me, valuable journal. Thus 
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watching, I have found some of your newly recom. 
mended remedies so well substantiated in r 
to their action, that I have felt not only justified jn 


}-employing them, but unquestionably called upon 


to employ them in my practice. With your kind 
permission I will detail the result of the employ- 
ment of two of them, viz.: of viburnum pruni- 
folium, and cereus bonplandii. 

The physician is repeatedly called upon to relieve 
the pains of dysmenorrhcea. After repeated trials, 
and usually as many failures, we are forced to fall 
back for relief upon that last resort, morphine, with 
all its attendant evils. 

When summoned to the bedside of the young 
girl, or the unmarried woman, we usually meet with 
some insuperable obstacles to a thorough examina- 
tion of the uterus, or to any examination whatever, 
In such cases it has always seemed to me to be the 
greatest desideratum to possess something that 
would at least relieve, if only temporarily. In vi- 
burnum prunifolium I feel assured that there does 
exist such a remedy. Previous to this I have made 
use of the old viburnum compound, but after re- 
peated trials, and many failures, I had abandoned 
its use. So much has my confidence in it become 
strengthened that I prescribe it in dysmenorrhea, 
feeling assured that it will afford permanent relief 
to functional dysmenorrhoea, as well as temporary 
relief to such as are due to organic disease. If no 
relief is obtained after two or three trials, then I 
consider it my duty to explain the case to my pa- 
tient, and demand an examination of the uterus. 
The patient now is ina condition to submit willingly * 
to such an examination. 

Each case always presents itself to the mind of a 
physician as an indication of some abnormal con- 
dition, which condition demands to be discovered 
and removed. The discovery of this condition will 
lead to its appropriate treatment either constitutional 
or local, or perhaps both. I will detail two cases 
out of many illustrating the benefits of viburnum 
prunifolium. 

Case 1. I was called to treat Miss A., whom I 
found suffering from dysmenorrhcea. Her first 
demand was for morphine. As I found upon in- 
quiry that she had suffered from this complaint for 
some time, and had always had morphine dealt out 
to her, after having tried in vain other remedies, I 
decided to make trial of the viburnum prunifolium. 
I prescribed one-half teaspoonful of the viburnum 
every hour for three hours, and then every two to 
three hours. Upon my visit the next day I found 
that menstruation had begun. She reported her- 
self much relieved by the medicine, but still de- 
manded morphine, fearing exacerbations of pain. 
I refused her request, and advised the use of the 
medicine once in three hours and oftener, if neces- 
sary. The next day found her feeling much better, 
and pleased that “ morphine had been denied her, 
as there were no unpleasant sequela from this 
medicine.” I advised her to use the medicine in 
one-half teaspoonful doses twice a day for some 
five days before her next menstruation. Her next 
menstrual period was so free from pain that no 
demand was made for morphine. At the next she 
was so free from pain that menstruation had set in 
before she was aware of the fact, except by the 
staining of her linen. ; 

Case 2. Mrs. B— had been treated symptomati- 
cally for some time by a homeopathic physician. 
As she was menstruating at the time of my bein 
summoned, I prescribed viburnum, and demand 
an examination after her recovery. She obtained 
some relief from the medicine. Afterwards upon 
examination, I found a retroflexed uterus of some 
two years’ standing, the organ somewhat enlarged 
and congested. I prescribed for her, and ad 
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the use of the viburnum before her next menstrua- 
tion in the same way as case 1. Her next period 

sed without much pain, but as she suffered 
more at the next, I was again summoned. I 
found a slight prolapse of the uterus, which 
was also congested. I put her upon ustilago 
maidis and the use of the viburnum as 
before. After the next period saw her, when she 
reported more ease than at the previous menstrua- 
tions. As the uterus was low down in the pelvis, 
| inserted a pessary, and prescribed dialyzed iron, 
with the use of the viburnum as before. She has 
menstruated twice since then, and so free from 
pain was she at her last period that no medicine 
was required for easing pain. There is one point 
in this case worthy of mention: as menstruation 
approached she had been continually disturbed by 
the collection of flatus in the stomach and bowels, 
eructation giving norelief. At my last visit I found 
her entirely relieved of this uncomfortable and 
even distressing symptom. 


Rhus Toxicodendron. 
By Joun A. Hennina, M. D., Red Key, Ind. 


HERE are three species of rhus, but of this one 
we desire to give our acquaintance and expe- 
rience together with its medicinal properties and 
uses. For a description and history of this plant, 
the reader is referred to any of our dispensatories. 
I would, however, say the poison oak is a power- 
ful poison, an irritant, and should be handled with 
great care. The same must be said of many 
other valuable agents, such as aconite, nux vomica, 
cannabis indica, etc. 
I have been using the fluid extract of the rhus 
toxicodendron the past year, and in many diseases 


it is an admirable remedy to fill certain indications. 
In nearly all cases of catarrh there is a dull, heavy, 
aching pain, above both eyes, and the pain con- 
tinues for a long time, unless removed; the rhus 
in a week or ten days will remove that pain, 
and it has not failed in five or six cases that came 


under my care. When erysipelas is character- 
ized by a burning pain, it will modify the symp- 
tom speedily. In bright redness or flush in any 
form of disease, in acute or chronic, it is indicated. 
It reduces the temperature in a feeble form, yet in 
combination with aconite, given as a sedative, it 
is very perceptibly noticed. But it seems to work 
_ better when combined with gelseminum, as then it 
acts through the nervous system. ~ 

In some forms of inflammation it isan admirable 
remedy, but we must know in what form. If it is of 
a burning, stinging character, it removes the irrita- 
tion, and thus lessens the inflammation. The same 
may be said when delirium is present. In spinal 
imitation, with enfeebled circulation, or spinal 
anemia, it is an excellent remedy combined with 
ux vomica, and it acts very promptly in this form 
of disease. In passive congestion of the brain, or 
lM Meningitis, it is indicated. 

Its general action, when taken in proper doses, 
is aS a laxative, diaphoretic, diuretic, and particu- 
larly as a stimulant of the nervous system. 

Another common indication for this valuable 
remedy is in pneumonia, where we find bright flush- 
ing of the cheek, with pain in forehead, and the 
peculiar red appearance of the papilla at the 
tipof the tongue. It may be combined with sed- 
atives, and will nicely control those symptoms. 

For all those symptoms enumerated I do not 
Ow of asingle remedy that is as good as the 
thus. I am aware that it requires a little care and 
discrimination to decide when and when not to 
Sie it, but that is our business TO LEARN. 

‘Too Many of our valuable remedies are over- 





looked in this respect ; if we would observe more 
closely when giving many remedies, that is, in 
what peculiar condition the system is, and then 
make practical deductions in our observations, 
we would have better success in combating disease. 

But I wish particularly to call the attention of 
the profession to this remedy as a special nervous 
stimulant. How often do we find patients, either 
in the recovery from acute diseases, or chronic form, 
in whom a special nervous stimulant is indicated. 
Such cases occur pretty often in my practice ; then 
I give the rhus with much confidence, and it seldom 
fails me. Then in nervous prostration I can with 
confidence recommend this remedy. 

The dose of this remedy, like that of many others, 
varies. All remedies should be given to influence 
the system. Some persons can bear more than 
others. I usually give the fluid extract of rhus tox., 
gtts. v to xv to 3 iv water, and then with such other 
remedies as may be indicated. Or it may be given 
alone at intervals, with other remedies. Yet, I think 
it needs still closer study, and further observations. 


Berberis Aquifolium and other New 


Remedies. 
By F. A. MANDEVILLE, M. D., Rochester, N. Y. 
i March last I was called upon to treat a case 
of eczema capitis of several years’ standing, 
the patient a lady aged. about 50 years. 

I tried various remedies with only partial suc- 
cess. Several weeks ago I commenced giving her 
fluid extract of berberis aquifolium in 15-drop doses 
three times a day, and using oxide of zinc locally. 
In a few days improvement commenced, and has 
continued steadily up to the present time. 

I would say that oxide of zinc had constituted a 
part of the treatment previous to the use of @er- 
beris aquifolium, so that the present improvement 
cannot be attributed to the use of that agent. 


YERBA REUMA. 

Some months ago my attention was called to 
yerba reuma by articles in your journal on its 
use in the treatment of catarrhal affections, and 
since that time I have given it a thorough trial. I 
have probably used it more in the treatment of 
nasal catarrh than any other disease, and as a lo- 
cal application in this troublesome affection it has 
certainly proven itself valuable. 1 generally use it 
in the strength of a drachm to a drachm anda 
half to the ounce of water, and apply it by means 
of the post-nasal syringe, previously cleansing the 
nasal cavity with tepid water, with the addition of 
a few grains of bicarbonate of soda. At home I 
have patients snuff the solution of yerba reuma up 
into the nostrils from the palm of the hand. Used 
locally in this way I have noticed a diminution in 
the discharge and an improvement in the condi- 
tion of the mucous membrane lining the nasal 
passages. In the more acute cases, where we 
tind the parts swollen and inflamed, with excoria- 
tion of the membrane in the anterior nares, yerba 
reuma certainly exercises a very beneficial effect by 
subduing the inflammation, and healing up the ex- 
coriated surfaces. 

YERBA SANTA AND GRINDELIA ROBUSTA, 

These remedies have proven themselves of 
signal value in the treatment of bronchial affec- 
tions, and especially so in asthma. I will cite one 
case of great severity which came under my care 
about a year ago. A lady aged about twenty- 
seven or twenty-eight years had been subject to 
attacks of asthma for twelve or fourteen years, the 
paroxysms gradually increasing in frequency and 
intensity until her health had become seriously im- 
paired as a consequence—dry cough, scanty ex- 
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pectoration, paroxysms very severe and of un- 
usual length. I gave expectorants and anti-spas- 
modics freely, used inhalations of chloroform, 
ether and nitrite of amyl, without affording my 
patient much relief, and, as a last resort, tried yerba 
santa and grindelia robusta in combination, giving 
half-drachm doses of each every hour for the first 
two or three doses, then lengthening the interval 
to two or three hours. Relief followed very speed- 
ily without further recurrence of the paroxysms. 
With the addition of tonics this constituted my 
treatment of the case. She has recently had an- 
other severe attack, which was readily controlled 
by the same treatment. 
Cascara Sagrada. 
By C. S. ParkuiLt, M. D., Hornellsville, N. Y. 


Y attention was called through the columns 
of your journal to cascara. sagrada as a 
remedy for constipation, and feeling the necessity 
for something more reliable than the remedies or- 
dinarily used, I decided to give cascara sagrada a 
thorough trial, and for the past two years have 
been gratified with the result, and now consider it 
as the safest and most reliable of its class. I 
could give the history of several cases of obstinate 
constipation, some of which had resisted the usual 
remedies for years, but yielded readily to the influ- 
ence of this drug, and when continued a sufficient 
length of time a cure was effected. 

For adults I usually prescribe : 

B. P., D. & Co.’s fl. ext. cascara sagrada, 
Ext. malt, a@ § ij. 

M. Sig. Teaspoonful after meals. 

For children combine it with aromatic syrup of 
rhubarb, or simple elixir, in proportions to meet the 
indications of thecase. By combining cascara with 
eithgr, the bitter taste is so masked that it is ren- 
dered less objectionable to administer to children. 

I have been informed by representatives of 
certain drug houses that cascara sagradais probably 
a compound. Admitting that to be true, I con- 
sider it a fortunate combination for any suffering 
with indigestion and constipation. 

Now, Mr. Editor, I wish to say something on the 
other side of the question of newremedies. They 
are well enough, and much credit is due Dr. 
Bundy for the discovery, and Parke, Davis & Co., 
for their enterprise in putting new and valuable 
remedies upon the market, but I am inclined to 
the opinion that the price of their fluid extracts 
is entirely too high to become popular with either 
physician or patient. In times like these it be- 
comes necessary to adhere to the strictest prin- 
ciples of economy in medicines as well as any 
other necessity. No matter how necessary or 
valuable the remedy may be, people are inclined 
to complain if the druggist charges more than an 
average price for a prescription, or the physician 
more than the usual price per visit, as he would 
have to do if he furnished the medicine, or get 
nothing for his services. Consequently, to do the 
greatest amount of good with new remedies to the 
greatest number they should be sold at a price that 
people can afford to pay, and the increased sales at 
a smaller profit would be as remunerative to the 
manufacturers, to say nothing of the gratitude of 
the “ suffering poor.” 

Guarana in Sick Headache. 
By O. C. Jostyn, M. D., St. John’s, Mich. 
ee many years I had been troubled with that 
bane of human existence, a sick headache, 
which never failed to attack me at intervals of from 
one to four weeks. During the attacks I was com- 
pletely incapacitated from business, and life was 





growing burdensome. After having tried eve 
article of the materia medica recommended in suc 
cases without experiencing the relief for which ] 
yearned, I was induced during an attack to try 
guarana, in the form of the fluid extract, as it was 
first introduced to the profession by Messrs. Parke 
Davis & Co., of Detroit. To my most agreeable 
surprise I found the first dose to be followed within 
fifteen minutes by marked relief, and at the expira- 
tion of half an hour my head was entirely free from 
pain. Subsequent experience with the remedy has 
furnished abundant proof of the fact that the tak- 
ing of the guarana and the relief which so promptly 
followed were not a mere coincidence. I now 
keep guarana constantly on hand, and am enabled 
through it to confine sick headache to its premon- 
itory stage. A teaspoonful dose taken on the first 
intimation of an attack is usually sufficient to com- 
pletely abort it; a second dose is rarely necessary, 
In one or two instances being distant from home, 
and not having my guarana with me, I was obliged 
to pass through attacks of the old-time severity, 

It would be difficult for me to estimate the value 
of this article, and certainly as long as my head- 
aches manifest a disposition to afflict, their efficient 
antidote, guarana, will be kept where it may. be 
promptly secured. I have administered it to fel- 
low sufferers with this distressing complaint, with 
relief scarcely less marked than in my own case. 

I may remark, by the way, that guarana has also 
proved a useful article in my practice in dysentery, 
and diarrhoea, and in the irritable condition of the 
stomach attendant on attacks of indigestion. My 
experience with the remedy dates back six years 
and has furnished abundant evidence of its value 
in the class of cases indicated. 


Cascara Sagrada. 
By W. A. Bucnanan, M. D., Paris, Ill. 


HE medical profession have long felt the need 

of a proper remedy in constipation. Whether 
it has been discovered in the new remedy cascara 
sagrada, yet remains to be more thoroughly tested. 
I have now been using it in my practice for some 
five or six months with the most complete success, 
in fact I have got the first failure to make in reliev- 
ing my patient. I have treated some very obsti- 
nate cases of constipation, one in particular, a lady 
who had used injections for years as her only re- 
lief, but each one yielded readily to the remedy. 
Whether in any of these cases I have effected a 
permanent cure I will not yet venture to say. This 
much, however, I can state, several of my patients 
have discontinued it for several weeks and are still 
regular in their habits and to all appearance com- 
pletely recovered. I usually prescribe the follow- 
ing formula: 

Fl. ext. cascara sagrada, cc, gm. 30. 

Syr. rhei ar. cc, gm. go. 

M. 


I direct my patient to commence by taking a 
teaspoonful three times per day, gradually decreas- 
ing the dose, just using sufficient to keep the 
bowels in a soluble condition. I find asa rule that 
in the course of a week or ten days that one tea- 
spoonful per day of the above prescription will 
suffice to keep the bowels regular, and direct my 
patient to continue it for four to six weeks. 0) 
course, I do not always confine myself to the above 
formula. if sometimes combine the cascara sagra- 
da with ext. malt, lactopeptine or other drugs, as 
the case may require. Always instructing my 
patient to be regular in his habits, also giving 
him careful instructions as to diet, etc. . 

P.S. I have never used any but P., D. & Co.s. 
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A Case of Chronic Eczematous Derma- | as he had in vain run through the whole list of ster- 
titis. |eotyped remedies. He however determined to 
By Guo. W. Mattoky, M. D., Lowell, Mich, '“try” me, and in the event of my failure would 
ee ee ee |give up. I placed him on the following: 
BOUT eighteen months ago I was consulted | 8 m4 P.. = eit “0th doen nati soon ij. 
by Mr. H., a gentleman seventy-four years of | 
age and of a nervo-sanguine temperament, who | Slaghe een, 08 $4. 
had for over a year been troubled with very painful} 4 Sig. A teaspoonful three times a day, an 
«sore legs.” During this time he had taken ad- | hour before meals. 


vice and treatment from a numberof different prac-| “45 an external application, the following was 


P., D. & Co.'s fl. ext. cascara sagrada, 


titioners, without however experiencing the slightest | | -qered: 

relief. I found on examination that both legs, from BD. tedetern, si 

the knees downward, were inflamed and swollen, Fresh lard, % ij. 

and exuded in a number of places a peculiar se-| M. Sig. Apply once a day after washing the 
rous fluid. The skin was cracked and there was | parts with castile soap. 

that intolerable pruritus so characteristic of the dis-| He was kept on this treatment for two months 


ease. I hold the opinion that affections of this na- | when all traces of the trouble had disappeared. 

ture are owing to the introduction of a poison from| My experience leads me to regard berberis aqui- 
without, and in this case the materzes mordz was | folium as a valuable alterative with special deter- 
believed to have been an impure vaccination which, | mination to the cutaneous surface, while I can 
by the way, is the author of. more diseases in the | heartily indorse the great mass of accumulated ev- 
human system than is generally charged to it. | idence to the value of cascara sagrada as a tonic 


Mr. H. had begun to lose confidence in medicine | laxative. 


Correspondence. 
| 

New Preparations. | void. It don’t exist any more; it is completely filled. 

Your valuable journal for July is before us, and, | The projectors of NEW PREPARATIONS did the fill- 
upon looking over its pages, we find an abstract | ing by materializing a happy conception. Perpet- 
from the report of the Illinois State Board of | ually and vigorously may the whole business wave! 
Health; also your well-meant congratulation, for| Some of these days I shall have something to 
which accept thanks. You hope other States may | say of new remedies. This much I may say now: 
follow our example. We hope other States qw¢//| Parke, Davis & Co.’s preparations are gaining fa- 
not follow our example. We admit, the above- | vor here as the clock ticks. I have the first physi- 
mentioned report does look exceedingly well on | cian of this city to meet who does not speak of 
paper. It says ‘1,400 quacks have left the State.” | them in terms of enthusiastic praise. I am testing 
We venture the assertion not fourteen have left | several of the new preparations. Most respect- 
the State. We doubt not that 1,400 persons have | fully, W. C. COOPER, M. D. 
received licenses to practice medicine who were| INDIANAPOLIS, July 27, 1879. 
not qualified. To explain: We reside in La| : et) 
Salle county, the second in population in the State, | Kava Kava—Ustilago Maidis. 
Cook county, in which Chicago is situated, being} I have used fl. ext. kava kava in a number of 
first. We know the State Board has not stopped | cases of gonorrhea with success, relieving the 
asingle individual from practicing medicine in this | patient in from three to five days from all symptoms 
county, yet there are scores of guacks in this| of the disease. However, I have had three cases 
county who hold licenses from this State Board, | that were not cured after continuing it for four 
and it is useless for any physician or other person | weeks. I do not know whose preparation the lat- 
to report these frauds, as such report will receive | ter was, but the first was P., D. & Co., that I ob- 














from the Board no notice whatsoever. tained from Browning & Sloan, of this city. It may 
Most respectfully, F.CLENDENEN, M.D. _| have been from some other cause than the medicine. 
LASALLE, IIl., July 26, 1879. | In February, 1878, I was called to see Mrs. S., 
|aet. 20, married about three months, suffering 

New Preparations. | dysmenorrhea and had always suffered (from 


I have been getting your journal for three months, | puberty) before and during menstruation. I pre- 
and the more I get it the more I want to get it.| scribed 15 drops fl. ext. ustilago maidis, to be re- 
This is a compliment, please note. It may be that | peated in % hour if not entirely relieved. She went 
you have been banged about in this old planet in | to sleep soon after first dose and awoke in about an 
a style that breeds cynicism and a distrust of your | hour free from pain, but took another dose for fear 
kind. In this event you will doubt the genuine-|the pain would return. I then gave her fl. ext. 
ness of my kind words, and call me an adulatory | viburnum prunifolium, with directions to take 30 
fraud. Please retain your intimate linen, while, | drops three times a day, commencing four or five 
in this pregnant juncture, I whisper something | days before the expected return, which she con- 
into your ear. I once edited a medical journal | tinued to do for about three months. She had no 
myself. Did you ever hear of an ex-editor com-| return of the pain after the first dose of ustilago. 
mending a medical journal unless the merits of | The latter part of last February she was confined 
that journal had a suction power that human na-| with a 12% lb. boy. I have used ustilago in one 
ture could not resist? Isn’t it tolerably character- | or two doses of 10 to 20 drops, then continued 
istic of the anthropoidal insect to criticise; and | with viburnum ina number of cases of dysmen- 
isn't it especially likely that one shoemaker, for in- | orrea, always with success, and virburnum in 
Stance, will qualify his encouraging remarks of | threatened miscarriage with success in every case. 
another, unless he is headed off on all sides by| I have alsoused fl. ext. berberis aquifolium in dis- 
facts favoring his rival. Behold, I indorse your eases of the skin, also in syphilis, and have not 
journal unqualifiedly. I even acknowledge I can’t | been disappointed. 

Suggest an improvement. | Cascara sagrada is still,doing’good work in con- 
_ Before NEw PREPARATIONS pipped there ex- | stipation and as a mild cathartic. 
isted in the universe of letters a hiatus—a roomy| Respectfully yours, J. P. SIDDALL, M. D. 
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In Order that the Student may Compre- 
hend the Science of Medicine, be an 
Integral Part in its Elevation and in 
Maintaining its Social Standard with 
the other Learned Professions and 


with the Public, He must Himself! 
P ree -, | found in two undeniable facts. 
have an Education Preliminary to its 


9 Study. 


N this subject we present to our readers 
the views of the S¢. Louz's Clinical Record, 
published in St. Louis, Missouri, and of 
the Medical Press and Circular, published 

in London, England, for their consideration. 

The S¢. Louzs Clinical Record for July, in an 
editorial on “ The Higher Standard,” after citing the 
total failure of the convention of medical colleges, 


and the action of the American College Association | 


in deferring action for another year, expresses our 
sentiments as follows: “It is clearly demonstrated 
that there is nothing to be hoped for in the direction 
of a higher medical education from a vast majority 
of these money-making institutions. They must be 
compelled to adopt a decent course of instruction 
and more rigid requirements for their graduates.” 
The higher grade of preliminary education should 
have been added; this we claim is the basis 
of higher medical education. The Record further 
says, “ Medical journals have an important duty to 
perform in this relation. If they do not perform 
that duty they should incur the displeasure of the 
profession, and if a journal gives aid and comfort 
to such self-styled colleges it should lose all sup- 
port from reputable practitioners of medicine.” 
And as a first “step in the right direction” the 
Clinical Record declares, “and in future will reject 
all advertisements of schools that refuse to advance 
their standard of requirements for the doctorate.” 

The Medical Press and Circular, in its issue of 
June, 18, 1879, ‘‘On the Bearing of Preliminary 
Examinations upon the So-called Status of the 
Profession,” says : 

“The importance of providing a sufficiently 
stringent test of the general education of the stu- 
dent has two aspects. It may be regarded on the 
one hand as influencing the social rank of the pro- 
fession in its contact with the world; and on the 
other as influencing the capacity of the individual 


to acquire professional knowledge, and to succeed 
in life as an astute physician or a cultivated surgeon. 





to fix the limit of education which we should require 
from the student in medicine. To set out what 
amount of mental culture is necessary to make q 
gentleman, or a man of science, is obviously im. 
possible; and, as in the assessment of professional 
education, we are obliged to content ourselves with 
the minimum extent of attainments which will sat- 
isfy the public necessities ; so with reference to the 
general education and culture of the medical man, 
we are obliged to content ourselves with that modi- 
cum of erudition which will entitle the practitioner 
to take his place in society as a gentleman, and 

enable him to pursue his profession successfully, 
“We must not even hope to raise the practitioner 
to the highest ranks of cultured society; for as it 
is our duty simply to construct a practitioner suit- 
able for his public uses, so we can demand no more 
than a general education suitable to the rank from 
which he comes, and in which he is to pursue his 
avocations.” 
* * * 


* * 





“The fact of the social inferiority of the profes- 
sion being thus admitted, the cause will be readily 
Firstly, that edu- 
cation of a medical practitioner has not hitherto 
been such as would insure his being a gentleman. 
Secondly, that the intimate connection of medicine 
and surgery with drug-selling has made general 
practice a calling unsuitable for a person of refined 
mind. 

“ That the essential general education of a prac- 
titioner has not hitherto been such as would insure 
his being a gentleman will hardly be denied. It 
has been and is neither of an extent or character 
equivalent to that required for the other learned 
professions; and even the limited requirements 
which have been recognized as sufficient, have, in 
consequence of the looseness of the regulations, 
been habitually disregarded by licensing bodies, 
The recommendations of the General Medical 
Council on this point are as follows: 

“ «That no person be allowed to be registered as 
a medical student unless he shall have previously 
passed a preliminary examination in the subjects 
of general education as hereinafter provided. 

« «The Executive Committee to prepare annually 
a list of examining bodies whose preliminary ex- 
aminations are recognized. 

“ «That. it be recommended to the licensing 
boards not to accept the certificate of proficiency 
in general (preliminary) education from any of the 
bodies, the names of which are contained in the 
list annually circulated, unless such certificate tes- 
tify that the student to whom it has been granted 
has been examined in the following subjects: 

“<1, English language—including grammar and 
composition. The General Medical Council will 
not consider any examination in English sufficient 
that does not fully test the ability of the candidate. 
(1) To write a few sentences in correct English on 
a given theme, attention being paid to spelling and 
punctuation as well as to composition. (2) To 
write a portion of an English author to dictation. 
(3) To explain the grammatical construction of 
one or twosentences. (4) To point out the gram- 
matical errors in a sentence ungrammatically com- 
posed, and to explain their nature; and (5), to 
give the derivation and definition of a few English 
words in common use. Provided always that an 
examination may be accepted as satisfactory that 
secures, on the part of the candidate passing It, a 
sufficient grammatical knowledge of English. — 

“<2, Arithmetic—including vulgar and decimal 
fractions ; algebra—including simple equations. 

“*3, Geometry—first two books of Euclid, or 
the subject thereof. 





“From either of these points of view it is difficult 





“ «4, Latin—including translation and grammar. 
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«+5, And in one of the following optional sub- 
jects: Greek, French, German; elementary me- 
chanics of solids and fluids, meaning thereby me- 
chanics, hydrostatics, pneumatics, and hydraulics. 

“*No medical student shall be registered until 
he has passed a preliminary examination as required 
by the General Medical Council, and has produced 
evidence that he has commenced medical study.’ 

“But inadequate as are those recommendations 
to enforce a suitable general education of practi- 
tioners, it is notorious that they are habitually dis- 
regarded, and that students are frequently trans- 
formed into practitioners without having, in any 
fair sense, complied with them. And so well is 
the low class of education required for the medical 
profession understood, that the parents of students 
are wont to stop their sons’ school education as 
soon as it has been decided that they are to be put 
to the study of our art. 

“With us the student’s general education has 
ceased when he has passed his preliminary exam- 
ination, and, as any forward boy can do this when 
he has reached his fourteenth year, the result is 
that he enters life altogether uncultivated in mind, 
and unfit either for association with men of culture 
or for the higher duties of his profession. 

“We have had personal knowledge of the ex- 
amination of students who, though prepared to 
translate a Greek author to the satisfaction of 
the examiner, were not able to name the Greek 
letters pointed out to them. We have recently 
perused the written answers of a candidate for 
his final professional examination who, though 
duly armed with his certificate of having passed his 
preliminary examination, had made eleven mistakes 
in spelling six lines; and a very large experience 
‘of the epistolary capabilities of a certain class of 
medical men oblige us to say that those who can 
indite a properly spelt, fairly expressed, cleanly 
written letter, are a marked exception to the gen- 
eral rule. 

“The causes of this state of things are not far 
toseek. In the first place it is to be recollected 
that the passing of the student through his ‘pre- 
liminary’ is the first step towards entering him as 
a medical pupil. There is, therefore, a direct in- 
terest in the licensing body to make the entrance 
portal to medical studentship very easy. More- 
over, speaking generally, the Irish and Scotch 
licensing bodies are also proprietors of schools; 
and it is well understood that a student passed at 
the preliminary examination of any qualifying body, 
will probably enter at once for the course of study 
given by that body. Nor is there any supervision 
of these preliminary examinations analogous to the 
Visitation of professional examinations by the Gen- 
eral Medical Council, and consequently there is no 
active controlling power superior to the examiners. 

“In view of all these facts, we are strongly of the 
opinion that the general education of the members 
of our profession never can be placed on a proper 
level, and that they never can occupy the social po- 
sition to which they should be entitled, until the 
preliminary education has been brought within the 
direct control of the Medical Council. We trust 
that erelong it will be the duty of that body to 
frame an examination which will at the least serve 
to guarantee that the medical man is fit for associa- 
tion with gentlemen, and to see that that examina- 
tion is applied by the conjoint boards with vigorous 
strictness. 

“It is not only from the social point of view that 
the necessity for a fair general education should be 
viewed. Let us assume that we receive the student 
from the hands of his schoolmaster capable of 
reading, writing sense in the English language, 





| 
spelling correctly, ciphering well, possessed of 


enough Latin to enable him to read or write a pre- 
scription, and sufficiently cultivated in mind to ad- 
mit of his receiving and comprehending instruc- 
tion. It is not always that the medical student 
brings to his professional study this very modest 
amount of mental culture. Without this much 
capacity for learning medicine, it is vain to enter- 
tain the hope that he can even begin to understand 
the subjects which must be placed before him, 
and we believe that there are many students who 
break down in the early stages of their medical ed- 
ucation simply because, in consequence of the un- 
disciplined condition of their minds, the elements 
of the science are beyond their comprehension, and 
demands from them a mental effort for which they 
are not prepared. From this point of view the 
preliminary schooling of the student assumes ad- 
ditional importance which is not usually attached to 
it, for it seems to us that not only the career of the 
boy as a student, but his success as a physician, 
depend upon the mental training he has undergone 
to a much greater extent than if he were a divine, 
a lawyer, or a man of business. 

“ The study of medicine cannot be pursued suc- 
cessfully as a matter solely of seeing, hearing, and 
remembering. It is not sufficient, as with the law 
student, to fill our minds with precedents, and to 
learn off the book a number of axioms. It will not 
be enough, as with the commercial man, to store 
in our recollection the facts which influence our 
business, and then act upon them according to a 
certain unvarying rule. On the contrary, what we 
can see and hear in medicine bears but a small 
proportion to what we deduce from our abstraction 
of the facts, and he whose mind is not formed for 
such deduction is devoid of that which makesa 
physician. The erroneous ideas and practices of 
the ignorant, and the mistakes of rule-of-thumb 
general practitioners, are manifest illustrations of 
the truth of this remark. The uneducated, with- 
out exception fall into the belief that a medicine 
applicable to a particular symptom in one case is 
applicable to the same symptom in all other cases, 
because they are not capable of looking beyond that 
symptom in the disease, or of deducing from acom- 
parison of less manifest symptoms, and from un- 
seen probabilities, the true state of the patient. It 
is not alone that the uneducated do not possess 
the requisite special knowledge to appreciate the 
circumstances; they do not possess the mind 
trained to recognize anything more than what their 
eyes see and their recollection confirms. The 
same may be said and almost to the same extent, 
of the rule-of-thumb general practitioner. 

“If he ever possessed the comprehensive mind, 
he has lost the habit of using it. Being occupied 
for his whole life in the dull routine of hurriedly 
prescribing for common every-day ailments, he at 
length loses the habit of thinking over the symp- 
toms of his patient, and falls into the usage of pre- 
scribing off-hand drugs to meet obvious symptoms, 
instead of applying his mind to a search for the 
causes. 

“ What is true of the practitioner in his treat- 
ment of diseases is true of the student in his study 
of the profession. His very earliest studies—the 
very first case he sees in hospital—involve his ca- 
pacity for deducing the truth from half-revealed 
facts; if he has developed that capacity by his 
school training, the search for hidden causes of the 
disease will be interesting to him and valuable to 
the patient. He will derive from his observation 
of diseases the same gratification which an inven- 
tor feels in following up his crude ideas to a prac- 
tical solution, or which an officer of justice expe- 
riences in hunting down a wary criminal, and the 
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zeal which is thus begotten will make him a 
great and successful physician. But if, to the at- 
tempt to discover the secret nature of his pa- 
tient’s disease, he brings an untrained mind, he 
will see, at his first glance, no more than half what 
a better disciplined student would have appreci- 
ated ; will be conscious of a painful effort to arrive 
at a conclusion, and of dissatisfaction with the con- 
clusion when it has been reached, and will, in 
many instances, relieve himself of the trouble by 
ordering a placebo,” 

We have no apology to offer for occupying so 
much space by these quotations. Our object 
has been to put the subject before our readers 
in such a manner as to show them that in this 
age of the world, medical students must be 
prepared with a liberal education before they com- 
mence the study of medicine, and that it is in- 
cumbent upon the medical colleges to see that 
they have it before allowing them to matriculate. 
It is time for the profession to watch the col- 
leges and report their observations to the medical 
journals, that all may know whether it is merely 
dollars and cents that solely actuate them, or 
whether they are really and truly interested also in 
the character of the men whom they graduate and 
the profession which they personate. 


The Yellow Fever in Memphis. 

HE history of this disease last year showed 
| that New Orleans was the mzdus from 
whence all other places were infected, and also 
that it was carried into that city from a foreign 
port. 

This year the city of Memphis, Tenn., bears the 
palm in being the “fons et origo” of this devas- 
tating disease. We have read the action of the 
National Board of Health, the Yellow Fever Com- 
mission, Boards and Commissions of Health, yet 
all have seemed powerless thus far. The question 
of quarantine has served as the theme of their de- 
liberations. The golden opportunity was allowed 
to pass by in devising ways and means to prevent 
the scourge. It may be a valid excuse to say that 
they did not expect it this year, and were there- 
fore off guard. 

As yellow fever has not appeared in its usual 
haunts except in sporadic cases, thus far this year 
there must be some positive cause why it should 
break out in Memphis, and that cause pertinent to 
Memphis. This cause must be discovered and to- 
tally eradicated, otherwise the disease must be ex- 
pected every year, provided there be heat enough to 
germinate the germ,and Memphis asa city, will be 
doomed. It isa question of vital importance to de- 
termine whether the fever of 1878-79 is genuine 
yellow fever. Men well acquainted with the old dis- 
eaSe have wavered in their diagnosis, and have held 
that there is another element in its make-up. We 
incline also to their view, and believe that element 
to be that which produces the disease known as 
typhus—an idiomiasm. We well remember when 
bilious fever in the north was so malignant as to 
cause the death in certain localities of almost 





every one attacked. Yet this disease has yielded 
to the hand of the husbandman and skill of the 
sanitarian. The hotter the season the graver was 
the fever. The city of Memphis is in the enjoy- 
ment (if we may use the expression) of all the 
conditions that produce the severest forms of palu- 
dal fever, plus extreme heat, surface drainage, 
together with a per-idio miasm, probably left over 
from last season, or even developed in this as in 
the last. Is it then to be wondered that yellow 
fever is malignant in Memphis? All those cities 
that suffered last year, with the above exception, 
learned wisdom by experience, and have thus far 
escaped. 

It is of course the duty of the health commis- 
sions—national, state and city—-to do their best, now 
the disease is raging, for the sufferers; but a still 
higher duty and responsibility rests upon them, 
and that isto detect the causes, and during the 
cooler weather of fall, winter and spring, remove 
them. A dollar spent in that direction is far better 
than ten in treating results, or in quarantine pro- 
tection. 


Careless Writing. 


E clip the following from the Homa@opathic 
W Times, published in New York. The editor 
has evidently had his bile stirred up, as many editors 
have had theirs before him, and hence he gives his 
readers a little wholesome advice. The article is 
apropos, and we present it for the benefit, not 
only of our own writers, but of all those who have 
the cacoethes scribendi, and expect to have their 
articles re-written by their editors : 


MEDICAL LITERATURE. 

Any one familiar with medical journalism, or 
with the editorship of the transactions of our 
medical societies, knows how ridiculously shameful 
in orthography, syntax and prosody are many of 
the articles presented for consideration with a view 
to publication. 

Few authors are able, in a first draft, to make a 
paper worthy of being offered for the enlighten- 
ment of others. But this sort of thing is done re- 
peatedly, and consequently we get the poorest 
fruits of those who are equal to much better. 
What we want is rzfe fruit, carefully nurtured and 
garnered, with the least possible imperfection. 

One of our ablest authors once said to the writer 
that his earlier contributions to literature were 
many times re-written, some even as many as 
twenty. This fact accounts for the grace and ele- 
gance of construction, for the evidence of a master- 
hand which they contain, and is one of the reasons 
why the productions of this author have won the 
encomiums of the world for reliable scholarly 
maturity. 

Condensation is an exceedingly difficult task for 
some, and forms a most important element in scien- 
tific literature. Persons inclined to verbosity, 
should re-write and cut down their productions 
before expecting them to see the light which is to 
introduce them to the field of literature. 

In the most kindly spirit we urge authors to re- 
read their productions with a view to erasure,and 
interlineation, rather than with the feeling of satis- 
faction that improvement is impossible—a spint 
which engenders egotism and conceit. 
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Many papers which inevitably see the waste- 
basket, on account of their style, by re-writing 
would make valuable contributions to literature, 
and redound to the credit of their authors. 

Very much of our medical literature—magazines, 
books, etc.—is too loosely and hurriedly thrown 
together, and upon this some inexperienced indi- 
yidual succeeds to the title of author. 

Look at the errata of the thirty-two pages of 
Aconitum in Allen’s Encyclopedia of Materia 
Medica, as pointed out by Dunham, and see 
whether our strictures are correct—errata that 
should have been corrected defore going to press. 

To tickle somebody’s vanity, the profession is 
saddled with a so-called standard work—which is 
worse than none at all, on account of the errors 
it contains—when, by concerted action of com- 

tent hands, a much more complete and reliable 
work could have been accomplished. Jealousy 
and vanity were in the way of this, and for the time 
being, conquered, with what results time only will 
reveal. 

We are sorry to see so much of the vulgar, 
slangy style predominating of late, and that, too, 
from some of our most scholarly minds. Slang 
and vulgarity may provoke a smile, but this is 
evanescent, and is sure to be succeeded by a 
thoughtfulness which will carefully weigh its cause, 
and place its author in the scale below where he 
really belongs. 

What we need is more care in literary work, 
and this is born of thought, time and patzence. In 
a profession like ours, dignzty should constitute 
one of the advance guards. 


Hypodermic Injection of Morphia. 


R. H. H. Kane, of New York city, who has for 
some time past been collecting statistics on 


l) 


the hypodermic injection of morphia, would con- 
sider it a great favor if members of the profession 
who see this and have had experience with the in- 
strument will answer the following questions : 

1. What is your usual dose ? 

2. Do you use it alone or with atropia ? 


3. What is the largest amount you have ever ad- 
ministered ? 

4. Have you had inflammation or abscess at the 
point of puncture ? 

5. Have you had any deaths or accidents caused 
by this instrument ? 

6. Do you know of any cases of opium habit 
thus contracted ? 

Where there has been an autopsy (5) please 
state the fact and the results obtained therefrom. 
All communications will be considered strictly con- 
fidential, the writer’s name being used only when 
he gives his full consent thereto. Address all letters 
to Dr. H. H. Kane, 366 Bleecker street, New York. 


“What's in a Name ?” 
“* Aye, there’s the rub.”’ 


UR neighbor, the editor and publisher of the 
O Medical Advance isin a fearful state of men- 
tal torture. For some reason or other his corre- 
spondents will not address him as Dr. C. Henri 
Leonard; not that he cares so much about the Doc- 
tor part, but they write the balance end for end, 
upside down, mix it, and sometimes do not write it 
at all. We do not wonder at it; the case is in a nut 
shell. It is “Henri” that does it. At the risk of 
being considered too officious (we charge nothing for 
our advice), we would say, drop the e#rz and write 
C. H. Leonard. You might be addressed as 
Charles, but the Leonard would come out all right. 
Satis bene. This name business is evidently bound 
to bring trouble. Our fat friend of the Louzsvzlle 
Medical News is also in the frying-pan (this hot 
weather, too) with hisname. It is written and spelt 
all manner of ways. The remedy is perfectly sim- 
ple in his case. Drop the C, Brother Cowling, and 
substitute K and there will be only one editor who 
spells his that way in Kentucky. 











Book Reviews. 








The Treatment of Epithelioma of the Cervix 
Uteri, by 7. Marion Sims, M. D., founder of the 
Woman's Hospital, New York city, and formerly 
surgeon to the same, and ex-president of the Amer- 
ican Medical Association, etc. Reprint from 
American Fournal of Obstetrics and Diseases of 
Women and Children, Vol. XII, No. 3, July, 1879. 
New York: Wm. Wood & Co. Compliments of 
the author. 


Medical Heroism of 1878, by ¥. VV. Singleton, 
M.D., of Paducah, Ky. Read before the Tri- 
State Medical Society, Springfield, Ill, Nov., 1878. 
From the author. The address has reference to 
those noble men who gave their lives for their fel- 
low men in the great yellow fever epidemic of 1878. 
The natural eloquence of the doctor must have 
made the address a rare treat to his hearers, 
let alone the material of which it is composed. 


A Clinical Treatise on the Diseases of the 
Nervous System. By Dr. Rosenthal, Professor 


vous Diseases, Bellevue Hospital Out-door Depart- 
ment, and Pathologist to the Lunatic Asylum, B. I. 
New York: Wm. Wood & Co., 27 Great James 
street. 1879. The work before us is No. 7, of 
Wood's Library of Standard Authors, and main- 
tains the character of its predecessors. Professor 
Charcot says of it in an introductory preface: “ Dr. 
Rosenthal’s work presents itself to our notice, with 
strong claims to our esteem. It is called to fill a 
gap in our literature.” 

Dr. Putzel, the translator, says: “Dr. Rosen- 
thal’s work is emphatically a clinical treatise, and 
is particularly adapted to the wants of the prac- 
| titioner; although not by any means neglecting the 
| physiological pathology of the subject, especial at- 
| tention has been paid to the more practical depart- 

ments of symptomatology and therapeutics.” 
| The German and French editions were published 
| without plates, but a number of wood-cuts have 
been introduced in Wood's edition. 
The hasty manner we have been obliged to adopt 





of Diseases of the Nervous System at Vienna, | in examining this work, has led us to receive it as a 
with a Preface, by Professor Charcot, translated | first-class book on the subject; and with the 
from the author’s revised and enlarged edition, by | opinions of Charcot and Putzel, cordially recom- 
L. Putzel, M. D., Physician to the Class for Ner-! mend it to the American reader. 
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National Board of Health Bulletin, for the week 
erding June 28, 1879. Vol. 1, Nos. 1, 2:and 3. 
Washington, D. C., June, 28, 1879. The Bulletin 
is published under act of Congress, approved June 
2, 1879. We quote from its announcement its ob- 
ject and purpose, and bespeak for it a cordial sup- 

ort: 

“The Bulletin will in future be issued weekly, 
and will be made as complete as possible; and to 
that end the aid of all State and municipal health 
officers, sanitarians, and private individuals, at home 
and abroad, is urgently requested. With this issue 
of the Bulletin, the acts constituting the National 
Board of Health, and prescribing its duties, to- 
gether with the rules and regulations prepared by 
said Board, are published for the information of 
the public. It is also intended to publish in the 
Bulletin, from time to time, such local quarantine 
and other sanitary rules and regulations as may be 
adopted by the various State and municipal au- 
thorities throughout the United States, and it is 
hoped that boards of health, quarantine officers, 
and others, will keep the Board fully advised of all 
such rules and regulations, and of any changes that 
may subsequently occur in them. 

“The Board is especially desirous of obtaining 
for publication in its Bud/etzn notes of the occur- 
rence of epidemics in any part of the United States, 
and due credit will be given the writer or reporter 
for such notes, or for information which will lead 
totheir preparation. All communications intended 
for the Bulletin should be addressed to the Na- 
tional Board of Health, Washington, D. C.” 


Pocket Therapeutics and Dose Book, by 
Morse Stewart, Fr., B. A., M.D. Revised and 
enlarged. Detroit: Geo. D. Stewart, Dec., 1878. 
If there is anything about a book that we like, it is 
aclean title page and no errata. The book be- 
fore us has a pasted title page and a list of errata. 
Whether the latter is the fault of the printer or the 
author, we know not. If a dose book is of any value 
at all, it should be perfect. We have always looked 
upon such works as tending to contract the mind 
and make the user a sort of machine, and of value 
to men who are only partially educated in their 
profession. To the student and young practitioner 
they are positively injurious. What kind of opin- 
ion or respect would the patient have of his phy- 
sician who pulled out his book to learn what the 
dose was of the medicine he was prescribing? If 
there is any one qualification that the medical pro- 
fession have over law and divinity, it is the fact 
that we carry our learning in our brains and can 
act intelligently without a written authority in our 
pockets. It is immaterial to us who the compilers 
of dose-books, or condensers of works on anatomy 
or other branches of our profession are, we con- 
sider their labors as detrimental and injurious. 
Better were their time spent in primary investiga- 
tion, and better for their readers if their books never 
existed, and we are sure the general public whom we 
serve would have more respect for the profession. 
If experience is of any value we would advise our 
young friend, the compiler of the book before us, 
to let the second edition be the last, and when 
time and experience have so educated him that 
he knows something of medicine and of himself, 
the profession will gladly receive the results and 
give due honor to his intelligence and observation. 


First and Second Annual Reports of the State 
Board of Health of the State of Wisconsin, re- 
ceived through the kindness of J. T. Reeve, M. D., 
secretary. The first report includes the law organ- 
izing the board, the report of the board to the leg- 
islature, the report of the secretary, which is full of 





information, ‘ Small-pox and its Prophylaxis,” by ; 


the president, Dr. E. L. Griffin, of Fond du Lae: 
“Construction and Ventilation of Public Buildings,” 
by Gen. James Bintliff; “‘Mental Hygiene,” by Dr, 
Favill ; “Food and Domestic Beverages,” by Dr, 
Seldon, and “ Registration,” by Dr. Hobbins. The 
second report is more elaborate, showing that the 
officers and members of the board are well jn 
harness. The circular on the treatment of the 
drowned is credited to Michigan, as the cuts show 
the well recognized face of the author, Dr. Kedzie, 
in the act of rescuing a poor drowned fellow. Two 
paragraphs are added by the board. The balance 
is taken up with valuable papers on the leading 
questions of health reform. Taking the three re- 
ports (the third was noticed in our July number) 
together, they are highly creditable to the board and 
to the State of Wisconsin, and show that they mean 
business. The board are all, with one exception, 
medical men, which is as it should be. Physicians 
give more time and hard labor in the interest of 
their fellow men, and that without fee or reward, 
The least that can be done then is to so place them 
in position that they can carry out their reforms 
and apply the results of the advice and experience 
of their brethren in the profession. Please receive 
our thanks for the reports. To receive those of 
Massachusetts we have to pay for them, and we 
can not see that they are more valuable than those 
of Michigan or Wisconsin. 








Pamphlets Received. 





Chronic Spasmodic Stricture or Urethrismus,— 
Second paper in reply to Dr. H. B. Sands, by 
F. N. Otts,M.D. Reprint from Hospztal Gazette, 
January 28, 1879. From the author. 


Review of a Malpractice Case and Medical 
Testimony, by Homer O. Hitchcock, A.M., M.D, 
of Kalamazoo, Mich., read before the Michigan 
State Medical Society June 12, 1879. “Right 
wrongs no man.” From the author. 


Notes on the Estimation of Urea, and on the 
Revision of the United States Pharmacopeeia in 


1880, by Edward #&. Squib, M. D., Brooklyn, . 


N. Y. Reprint from transactions of the Medical 
Society of the State of New York. 1879. From 
the author. 


Hospitals and Asylums for the Insane—Shall 
we Distinguish Between Them, and Provide for 
the Latter at Less Expense ?—A paper read by 
Henry W. Lord, secretary of the Michigan State 
Board of Charities and Correction at the Sixth 
Annual Conference of Charities and Correction, at 
Chicago, June 10, 1879. Lansing: W. S. George. 
From the author. 

The theory of the address, if we understand the 
writer, seems to be: Probable curables should be 
separated from incurables, in other words, hospi- 
tals should be separate fromasylums. Years ago we 
advocated this doctrine, and as yet have seen no 
reason to change our opinion. There is plenty of 
room for improvement in the management of the 
insane, and time will ere long develop it. 


The Demand for a Woman's Medical College 
in the West.—An address delivered at the com- 
mencement of the seventh annual course of lectures 
and dedication of the Woman’s Medical College, 
Chicago, Ill. By Chas. Warrington karly, M.D» 
Professor of Diseases of Children. Waukegan, 
Ill.: Gazette office. 1879. From the author. 
Accompanying the address is an announcement of 
the faculty of the Wornan’s Medical College, and 
of the fourteen members of the faculty only one 
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‘woman's name appears. Are not women qualified 
to teach one another medicine ? It has always 
seemed to us that female medical colleges should 
be manned by females. As it appears to be set- | 
tled that women are to be doctors, and not wives | 
and mothers as in our innocency we had supposed 
they were created for, we congratulate them in the 
success of their college which has now reached its 
tenth annual session, and suggest that at least the 
chairs of obstetrics and diseases of females should | 
be filled by women. 





——_—_ 


Circulars. 

Transactions of the Detroit Medical and Li- 
brary Association, July, 1879.—Published quar- 
terly by the Association. 


Seventh Annual Announcement of the Physio- 
Medical College of Indiana, Session of 1879-80, 
Indianapolis, Ind.—Term begins October 14, 1879, 
and continues twenty weeks. 


BELLEVUE HOSPITAL MEDICAL COLLEGE, 
New York city. Fourteenth annual announce- 
ment. Session of 1879-80 begins Oct. Ist, 1879. 


NASHVILLE MEDICAL COLLEGE, NOW THE 
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE UNIVERSITY 
OF TENNESSEE, 5th regular announcement. Ses- 
sion of 1879-80 begins Sept. 1st, 1879. Nashville, 
Tenn. 


MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE ARKANSAS 
| INDUSTRIAL UNIVERSITY, Little Rock, Arkansas. 
| First annual announcement. Session of 1879-80, 


| beginning Oct. 7th, 1879. This is a new school, 


and starts out “‘to fill a want long felt in the great 
State of Arkansas.” It has a full faculty, amongst 
the names of whom we recognize some old friends 
‘and learned physicians. The voluntary graded 
| system is recommended but not obligatory. We 
hope to read in the next circular that it has been 
made so. There is no reason why a medical col- 
lege should not thrive in Little Rock. Gentlemen, 
| make your standard of preliminary education high 





Thirty-seventh Annual Announcement of the | and live up to it, and you will be sure to succeed, 


Rush Medical College, Chicago, Ill., for the 
Session 18'79-80—Commencing Tuesday, Septem- 
ber 30, 1879. See advertisement. 


Ames Eagle Odorless Excavating Apparatus, | 
Manufactured by the Eagle Odorless Apparatus 
Company. Second edition. Boston: Franklin | 
Press, Rand, Avery & Co. 1879. 


Annual Announcement of the Department of | 
Medicine and Surgery of the University of| 
Michigan, for 1879-80, Ann Arbor.—Thirtieth | 
annual course of lectures will commence Wednes- | 
day, October ist, 1879, and continue until the last | 
Wednesday of June, 1880, with recess for the} 
holidays. C. L. Ford, Dean. 


Michigan State Agricultural Society, Thirty- 
first State Fair and Tenth Annual Fair of 
State Pomological Societies.— Detroit, Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, Sep- | 
tember 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19, 1879. Premium list 
and rules. For railroad arrangements see third 
page. Wm. L. Webber, East Saginaw, President ; 
R. F. Johnstone, Detroit, Secretary; A. I. Dean, 
Adrian, Treasurer. 

A Circular to Local Boards of Health.—No. 1. 
The Care of Young Children. 


No. 2, House Drainage. 
No. 3. Diagrams. No. 1. Temperature. 2. 


for ‘“ by your fruits you shall be known.” 


CALIFORNIA MEDICAL COLLEGE (Eclectic), 


| Oakland, Cal. First annual announcement. Ses- 


sion of 1879-80 begins first Monday in October, 
1879. ‘‘ Ass the sole aim of this college is to edu- 
cate good practical physicians and surgeons, its 
course will be free from all exclusiveness and big- 
otry, and it will accept students with reference 
solely to their attainments, and not with reference 
to the schools or preceptors that may have taught 
them.” With the exception of King’s Dispensa- 
tory and King’s Obstetrics, the text-books recom- 
mended are all of the regular school of medicine 
and first class at that. On the basis laid down the 
teaching will be sufficiently orthodox, and the stu- 
dents will be well versed in their profession. “No 
pent-up (eclecticism) Utica contracts their powers.” 


CHICAGO MEDICAL COLLEGE, MEDICAL DE- 
PARTMENT OF THE NORTHWESTERN UNIVER- 
SITY, corner Prairie avenue and 26th street, Chi- 
cago, Ill. Session of 1879-80; 21st annual an- 
nouncement. Regular course commences last 
Tuesday of September and closes last Tuesday of 
March, 1880, (See advertisement.) “All appli- 
cants for admission are required to possess a 
thorough knowledge of the common branches of 
English education, including the first series of 





Humidity. 5. Ozone, Day. 6. Ozone, Night. 7. 


mathematics, and the elements of the natural sci- 


Atmospheric Pressure. jences. As proof of this, a diploma granted by 


and 3. 
Designed by Henry B. Baker, Secretary Board 





Diseases in Michigan by Months. Nos. 1, 2 | some college or scientific school or academy may 


be presented. If the applicant have neither diplo- 
ma nor certificate, he must sustain a satisfactory 


| been conducted on the graded system, and is the 


of Health, Michigan. From the Secretary. |examination.” For twenty years this school has 





College Announcements. 





MEDICAL COLLEGE OF OHIO, 59th annual an- 
houncement. Session of 1879-80 opens Oct. Ist, 
1879, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


| pioneer in this method of teaching. If the three 
| annual courses of instruction as required (now six 
months each) were extended to nine months with 
its requirements for preliminary education, the 
Chicago Medical College would be the foremost 
of the medical schools in the United States, 
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Proceedings of Societies. 





Proceedings of the Wayne County 
Medical Society. 


STATED MEETING. 


DETROIT, October 17th, 1878. 
Dr. Lyster reported that the boy with disease of 
the hip joint presented to the society in April, was 
improving favorably. The limb after tenotomy 
was easily straightened, and much of the previous 
deformity disappeared. Wire breeches were ap- 
plied, and still greater improvement was expected. 
Dr. Mulheron has had a similar case to the 
above under treatment during the last two months. 
It was caused by a fall froma fence. It was not 
a severe case. The leg is now straight and favor- 

able results confidently expected. 
W. H. ROusE, M. D., 
Secretary. 


[NoTE.—After the society adjourned this even- 
ing the members proceeded to the dining-room, 
where a rich collation was spread, and each one 
exhibited evidences of being an efficient gastrono- 
mist. Dr. Gustin, as chairman of the committee 
on presentation, then in a happy speech hot entirely 
devoid of political allusions, presented the presi- 
dent of the society, Dr. Brodie, a Azchory cane, as 
a slight though sturdy token of the high estima- 
tion the members entertained of their president. 
Dr. Brodie was greatly perplexed, not being able 
to determine from the tone of the speech or the 
appearance of the cane whether to regard the pre- 
sentation as a token of kindly regard or as a huge 
joke. It was accepted, however, with very appro- 
priate remarks, and Mrs. Brodie was called that 
she might view the valuable gift. While this was 
being done and before the doctor, had recovered 
from his surprise, a valuable silver water set was 
brought and in due form presented to the surprised 
couple. This was too much for the worthy doctor, 
whose tongue now failed to tell the surprise and 
emotion of his grateful heart. Mrs. Brodie, 
woman-like, came nobly to his relief, and in feeling 
tones expressed her own grateful emotions, and 
thus relieved her husband of some of his embarass- 
ment and surprise. 

The evening’s entertainment furnished more 
than the usual amount of merriment and pleasure, 
and is an episode long to be remembered. 

W. H. R.] 


STATED MEETING. 


DETROIT, November 3d, 1878. 


Dr. Brodie introduced the subject for discussion, 
Yellow Fever, by stating that the epidemic in the 
south this year differed materially in location and 
character from previous epidemics of this disease. 
He was taught that yellow and bilious fevers were 
essentially the same, but it has been conclusively 
demonstrated that they are very different diseases. 
This year the malarial and nervous symptoms have 
been very marked. The nervous complications 
bear a striking resemblance to what has been 
observed in many cases of bilious fever in this 
locality. The frost has checked the yellow fever 
element ; the others still continue. 

Dr. I.S.Smith. Some years ago the ship on which 
he was’sailing, arrived at Rio Janeiro, Brazil, when 
yellow fever was very prevalent. Many on board 
took the disease and not a few died. As the ship 
proceeded southwards to cooler climes the fever 
subsided, and in a short time disappeared. Of the 





various remedies employed, potas. iodidi seemed to 
do the most good. 

Dr. Jenks. It appears from the most reliable 
reports available that yellow fever, this year at 
least, has been peculiarly a “ filth disease.” 

W. H. ROUSE, M. D., 
Secretary, 


STATED MEETING. 


DETROIT, November 2ist, 1878, 


Dr. Rouse read the following paper on “ Feeticide 
and Infanticide :” 


FCETICIDE AND INFANTICIDE, 


Infanticide in its most extensive medico-legal 
sense, signifies killing an infant, whether newly- 
born, or during any period of intra-uterine life. I 
prefer restricting the signification of this term to 
its literal meaning, killing an infant after birth, and 
using the term foeticide, when the child is destroyed 
at any time between conception and birth. 

In all ages and nations, so far as we can learn 
from history, the destruction of infantile life has 
been and now is very common, the time selected 
and the method of accomplishing the deed being 
determined by the tastes, conveniences, customs, 
civil and ecclesiastical laws, etc., of each particular 
people. The savages desert their offspring on the 
plains to free themselves of the burden ; the Chinese 
throw their infants, especially the female, into the 
streets during the night, that they may be collected 
by the officers in the morning, and interred, whether 
dead or alive, in a common pit or grave, to guard 
against the probabilities of pestilence, or starva- 
tion, which might arise from a redundancy of popu- 
lation; the pagans throw their infants into the 
sacred river, beneath the wheels of the sacred car, 
or into the incandescent arms of their molten gods, 
with joyous and religious fervour, to propitiate an 
offended deity; and intelligent, noble and refined 
Christians, deeming other methods cruel and sin- 
ful in the sight of God, jeopardize their own lives 
by drugs and instruments, to secure earlier, and, 
consequently, sinless murders, that they may avoid 
the inconveniences of maternity. 

So long as infanticide or foeticide can be perpe- 
trated as a necessity of the State, as in ancient 
Spartan or modern China, or under the guise of 
religion, as in certain parts of Asia and Africa, the 
conscience will cause but little trouble ; but here, 
under the benign teachings of the Bible, prominent 
church members, who would be shocked at the 
thought of the murder of the helpless new-bom 
babe, will, with little compunctions of conscience, 
destroy, or cause to be destroyed, the foetus, 
during the early periods of intra-uterine life, 
claiming that under such circumstances there is no 
life, and consequently no sin, though, strange to 
say, the parties themselves admit that the object 
of the foeticide is to avoid maternity, which would 
result if the act were not perpetrated. Under 
such an hypothesis, it is important to knowat what 
period of intra-uterine existence the fecundated 
ovum becomes endowed with life. On this point 
there have been’ many conjectures varying from 
conception to fost-partum respiration. Popular. 
sentiment and the laws of most modern civilized 
countries place it at quickening; or, as the English 
law has it, “ Not till the infant is able to stir in the 
mother’s womb.” In a few countries it is pla 
at the first respiration. . 

Now, if by quickening is meant the perception 
of supposed foetal movements by the mother, 
nothing could be more indefinite, for, while some 
women perceive no foetal movements till near com 
finement, others suffer long and much from them 
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without conception. Probably from these uncer- 
tain data and popular sentiment, we have this pecul- 
arity in the laws of some countries, viz.: If the 
child be destroyed before quickening, there is no 
crime; if between quickening and birth, it is a 
misdemeanor; but if after birth it is murder. 
Whatever views the populace and the law may 
have on this point, physiologists hold that the 
ovum is endowed with vitality from the time of 
conception. ny ‘ 

For some time past foeticide has bcen peculiarly 

revalent in our midst. Certain so-called doctors 
=e become noted as abortionists, and have thereby 
secured a lucrative business. The people are be- 
ginning to talk up this matter, and lawsuits are 
being instituted, but from the peculiar circum- 
stances, convictions are exceedingly difficult. It is 
presumed that every reputable member of the pro- 
fession regards foetal life as sacred; but here, as 
elsewhere, the innocent may suffer with the guilty ; 
and from the contagiousness of fashion, any phy- 
sician is liable to be accused, and put to the trouble 
and expense of a lawsuit. It behooves us, therefore, 
in self-defense, if from no higher motive, to do all 
we can to rid the profession and the community of 
all those who are engaged in the destruction of 
foetal life. . 

The Hollywood-Hardie trial, which occupied the 
recorder’s court eight days, has closed with the ac- 
quittal of the accused, who were charged with in- 
ducing a miscarriage in a young lady, Miss X. 
In this case, some very remarkable testimony was 
given, and a careful review of the medico-legal 
evidence and the fost-mortem examination would 
be profitable; but time will not permit. Some of 
the chief points, however, may be noticed. 

The chemist who analyzes the contents of a 
stomach in a supposed case of poisoning, is not 
expected to state simply that he finds arsenic, but 
he should show that the poison could not have been 
introduced after he obtains possession of the 
stomach, that no such poison exists in any of his 
reagents, or other things used, and that the pro- 
cesses were accurately and carefully performed, 
together with specimens of the arsenic itself. Could 
we have fost-mortem examinations conducted with 
equal care, such ludicrous exhibitions of medical 
men as appeared in this trial, would not be so 
common. 

The fost-mortem examination of Miss X. seems 
to have been very superficial. Many important 
facts were not accurately obtained, and some were 
entirely overlooked. One observer reported certain 
things apparently overlooked by all others, and so 
each one observing a little, it is difficult to give a 
complete statement of what might have been found. 
Under such circumstances, the doctors became the 
easy prey to their learned friends, the lawyers. 

“Was Miss X. pregnant ?” was one of the lead- 

ing questions for the doctors to decide. 
, The breasts were not examined, and there seems 
tohave been nothing in the external appearance of 
the body to attract attention, although the lady 
died of peritonitis. 

The hymen was absent, and the vagina enlarged 
andcongested. The passage may have been used 
for some purpose, such as masturbation, copulation, 
instruments for the treatment of womb disease, etc., 
but furnishes no proof of miscarriage. 

No lochial discharge was observed, but as this 
discharge is seldom observed after parturition, when 
active peritonitis exists, no importance could be 
attached to its absence in this case. 

The womb, fallopian tubes and ovaries were 
congested and enlarged, but the amount of enlarge- 
ment is only given in regard to the womb, which 

8 Said to have been one and a half to two times 





the usual size of the virgin uterus. The state- 
ments are not so definite as could be desired, for 
no rule, scale, microscope or chemical test seems 
to have been used in any part of this examination. 
The os uteri was dilated so as to admit the finger, 
and the cavity of the uterus was distended. On 
the left side of the internal surface of the womb, 
just beneath the entrance of the fallopian tube, 
was found a circular granulated patch, about the 
size of a silver dollar. No localized hypertrophy 
of the womb was observed. 

The left ovary contained a firm, yellowish corpus 
luteum, % to 3 inch by 3 to 1 inch in extent, 
with convoluted margin, and several very small 
cicatrices. It will be observed that this corpus 
luteum is on the same side as the granulated sur- 
face in the womb. Now, while it is probable that 
the ovum will attach itself to the side of the 
womb, corresponding with the ovary from which 
it came, I am not aware of any good observations 
and statistics on this point. 

The right ovary contained one stellated corpus 
luteum about the size of a pea, and several very 
minute ones. 

The enlargement and distention of the womb 
would indicate that there must have been some 
distending substance, such as a foetus, blood clot, 
tumor, etc., for while inflammation might cause 
the enlargement, it is not likely to cause the disten- 
sion. From the absence of any localized hyper- 
trophy of the uterine walls, tumors should be ex- 
cluded. A clot of blood might cause distension, 
but when the large granulated surface is considered, 
the probabilities are that the distending body, 
whatever it might have been, was attached at that 
point. 

Again, this granulated surface might have been 
caused by injury in probing, were it not so large, 
by detachment of false membrane, in which case 
other portions of the genital organs should exhibit 
traces of such trouble, by detachment of a tumor, 
in which case the uterine walls should have pre- 
sented other evidences, and by detachment of a 
placenta, which is by far the most probable cause. 

The next question is in regard to the largest 
corpus luteum in each ovary. The one observed 
in the right, from its size and appearance, might 
have been a corpus luteum of five to eight weeks 
after menstruation; that of the left a corpus lu- 
teum of pregnancy of three to four months. It 
may seem strange that pregnancy could exist, say 
three months, and during that time another corpus 
luteum form, and therefore indicate ovulation in 
about the middle of this period of gestation. There 
are three methods of explaining this peculiarity : 

1. From causes not ascertained these two cor- 
pora lutea have not pursued the usual course of 
development and retrogression. 

2. Ovulation must have taken place during 
pregnancy, and the corpus thus formed pursued 
the usual course as where pregnancy does not oc- 
cur. Quite a number of cases have been reported 
of women menstruating regularly during the en- 
tire period of gestation, but I have seen no re- 
ports of Aost-mortems in such cases, and cannot 
tell the history of the corpora lutea that possibly 
form under such circumstances. The size of the 
ovaries would preclude the possibility of their 
taking the usual course of corpora lutea of preg- 
nancy, as reported by Dalton. 

3. The corpus luteum in the right ovary was 
one of pregnancy, which terminated by miscar- 
riage, say at two to four months—the woman be- 
coming again pregnant at her first menstrual pe- 
riod thereafter; while that observed in the left 
was a corpus luteum of pregnancy of three to four 
months. 
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Of these three hypotheses the last is by far the 
most probable. 

Another explanation was adduced in court. 
The larger corpus luteum was one of menstrua- 
tion recently terminated, and the smaller the one 
formed at the preceding period—the woman hav- 
ing been quite regular. If this theory be correct, 
the healing of the wound caused by the rupture of 
the Graafian follicle must have proceeded with re- 
markable rapidity, leaving a scar of unusual ex- 
tent. 

No foetus or placenta was found. Apart 
from this the proofs of pregnancy and miscar- 
riage are so conclusive that it seems almost im- 

ossible to doubt. If she were not pregnant I 
ave no method of explaining the various phe- 
nomena observed in the case. 

Dr. Brodie referred to an impregnated ovum of 
four weeks, presented to the society some time 
ago, in which there were at that early stage evi- 
dences of attachment. The theory that there 
may have been two pregnancies is good. 

Dr. Leonard called attention to the fact of the 
supposed foetal attachment and the corpus luteum 
of pregnancy being on the same side, but had seen 
no statistics on the subject. He thought it im- 
possible for a womb only double the size of a vir- 
gin’s to contain a granular surface as large as a 
silver dollar on its internal surface. He thought 
there could be no doubt of pregnancy in this 
case, and the probabilities of a previous one were 
very strong. 

Dr. Richards. At the ost-mortem examina- 
tion of the late Mrs. K., who is supposed to have 
died from the effects of an abortion, no corpus 
luteum of pregnancy could be found. The pres- 
ence of the so-called corpus luteum of pregnancy 
is not therefore in itself sufficient proof of gesta- 
tion, but with other evidences it would render 
the probabilities of such a condition nearer cer- 
tain. 

W. H. Rouse, M. D., 
Secretary. 


STATED MEETING. 


DETROIT, Dec. 5, 1878. 
Dr. Lyster presented the lower portion of a 
man’s rectum, which had been removed on account 
of cancer. The patient, aman of about 32 years, 


of good physical development, has suffered from : 


ague, dyspepsia and constipation. Five years 





ACUTE BRIGHT’S DISEASE CURED BY JABO- 
RANDI.—Prof. J 
Gazette, publishes a clinical lecture, in the course 
of which he records a case of acute nephritis 
cured by this drug. The fluid extract of jabo- 
randi was used in drachm doses three times daily. 
This dose produced excessive diuresis and diapho- 
resis. At the expiration of five days all symptoms 
of the disease had disappeared. The woman was 
left in an extremely prostrated condition, to coun- 
teract which dzalyzed iron was administered both 
internally and hypodermically.—Arze/. 

FALSE CALABAR BEANS.—Last October, says 
the Pharmaceutische Zettung, two different kinds 
of beans were offered in the London market as 
calabar beans; one of them was the seed of the 
Entada scandens, which is circular, one to two 
inches in diameter, about one-third of an inch thick | 
and has a very small hilum; the other was the 
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ago his rectum was examined for hemorrhoids, 
Two years ago, in consequence of poor health, he 
went up the lakes, and returned very much im. 
proved. Last summer a similar trip was of no 
service. On his return mild laxatives and horse. 
back exercise were ordered, but without much 
benefit. 

About this time an examination of the rectum 
disclosed a tumor about one and a half inches 
| above the internal sphincter, about two inches in 
| extent, and extending around the rectum, except 
;a small portion of the posterior wall. The tumor 
| projected abruptly into the cavity of the rectum 
|about one inch. About one and a half inches 
above the tumor was found a hard, spheroidal 
body. 

After careful consultation it was decided to at- 
tempt the removal of the tumor. Chloroform was 
| administered ; that portion of the rectum sur- 
{rounding the tumor was dissected out with much 
difficulty, the portion above the cancer came 
down with great freedom, and about six inches 
of the intestine were removed. The operation 
lasted two and a half hours, and the patient be- 
|came very weak, though very little blood was 
| lost. 

The patient was put in bed, opium and qui- 
|nine given, and an antiseptic wash used. The 
| operation was three weeks ago last Monday; the 
patient is free from pain, sits up, and appears to 
' be doing very well. 

Dr. Brodie examined the parts, and found them 
in good condition. The man’s blood was in a 
| favorable state for healing. At the consultation 
|the general opinion was somewhat against the 
| operation, but as the patient was anxious to have 
| it performed, the physicians yielded. This opera- 
|tion was performed without spray. “Lister's 
|method’’ does not seem to be held in quite so 
‘high favor as a few years ago. 

Dr. Gustin. The low condition of the patient 
towards the close of the operation might possibly 
have been obviated by the free use of whisky be- 
fore the chloroform was administered. 

Several cases of scarlatina were reported in the 
eastern portion of the city, and erysipelas in va- 
| rious parts. Drs. Book and Brodie have seen cases 
jof scarlatina with considerable puffiness of the 
| face—not dropsy—all of which yielded kindly to 
| treatment. 





| 


W. H. Rousg, M. D., 
Secretary. 


|seed of a species of Mucuna, about three-quarters 


M. Da Costa, in the Hosfzta/|of an inch broad, a quarter of an inch thick and 


|having a very large hilum, passing nearly all 
|around the bean. Genuine calabar beans were 
|scarce.—Cincinnati Lancet and Clinic. 
| ALSTONIA ConsTRICTA.—A. Cathcart, M. D. 
|a resident of New South Wales, reports that 
| Alstonia constricta, known by natives as “ Bitter 
| Bark,” and indigenous to Australia, is in common 
| use as an antiperiodic. It is found growing in the 
'«« scrubs” of the interior and occasionally in open 
i forests. The bark is thick, yellow, deeply fissured 
| and intensely bitter. In Australia it has beenu 
jin place of hops to render beer bitter, and as 4 
| domestic remedy for malarial fevers. By the up- 
country shepherds it is sometimes called “native 
| quinine.” 

In the Philippine Islands the A/stonéa scholarts 
furnishes the Dita-bark, a very powerful febrifuge 
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concerning which we have already made mention. 
—New Remedies. 

THE PREPARATIONS OF COTO IN DIARRHEA. 
—Coto and its derivatives have already reached, 
or probably soon will reach, the markets of this 
country, and*it may be well to note the high 
terms in which it is spoken of by those who have 
employed it. Fronmiiller and Baeltz assert its 
yalue in the most rebellious diarrheas (especially 
those of a tuberculous character) and in the col- 
liquative sweats of phthisis. It has the great ad- 
vantage over other medicaments employed in these 
affections that it stimulates the appetite. The 
tincture is to be made, with great care, from one 
art of the bark and nine parts of alcohol (58°). 
The dose varies from ten drops daily to an ounce, 
according to the effect. Cotoin may be substi- 
tuted; two grains of this equal eighty minims of 
the tincture—Bul/. Gén. de Thérap., 1879, No. 8. 


VIBURNUM PRUNIFOLIUM.—Dr. J. C. McCoy, 
of Texas, writes: I have used this remedy in sev- 
eral cases of threatened abortion. I will mention 
one case. Mrs. S., living two miles from town, 
has miscarried four times in the last three years, 
always at the end of the third month of gestation ; 
was called to see her about six months ago; found 
her having uterine hemorrhage and pains; gave 
her morphine hypodermically to relieve pain. I 
then gave her tincture viburnum in teaspoonful 
doses every three hours, until all symptoms of 
abortion subsided, then three times a day for two 
weeks. Had no more trouble with her until the 
24th of last month, when I delivered her of a pair 
of boys weighing seven or eight pounds. 

I] have used it in menorrhagia with success. 

I am now giving it to a case of sterility; will 
report when it is “‘ proven.” 

I prepare it by getting the bark of the green 
root, dry it in the shade, macerate eight ounces in 
apint of dilute alcohol fifteen days, and filter.— 
Southern Medical Record. 


VIBURNUM PRUNIFOLIUM IN MENORRHAGIA. 
—Attention was first called to the medical virtues 
of this plant by Dr. D. L. Phares, of Newtonia, 
Miss., who considered it as nervine, antispasmodic, 
diuretic, and tonic, and recommended it in the ner- 
vous disorders of pregnancy and in preventing 
miscarriage from any cause. (See Boston Medical 
and Surgical Fournal, October 10, 1867, p. 212.) 
I have never seen anything written of its effects on 
the unimpregnated uterus, but I resolved to give 
it a trial. 

Mrs. —, aged 19, good constitution, no diathesis, 
married one month, had her regular menses on 
June Ist ; lasted four days, and ceased without any 
trouble. On June 11th, six days after menopause, 
the hemorrhage reappeared; and, after having 
continued four days longer without any appearance 
of ceasing, I was asked what should be done. 
After making requisite inquiries, I informed her 
that it ought to be stopped. The patient was pale 
and nervous, and felt weak from loss of blood. 
There was considerable pain in the hypogastric 
region, besides nervous irritability. I prescribed 
ergot in full doses at regular intervals, combined 
with opium to allay pain and give rest. Advised 
the patient to lie down as much as possible, as 
exercise seemed to aggravate the case, and to keep 
quiet. After using the ergot for three days, and 
Opium as required, without the least perceptible 
benetit, I stopped it and ordered drachm doses of the 
fluid extract of viburnum prunifolium every three 
hours. After the fifth dose was taken the hemorr- 


_hage ceased, and the general condition of the pa- 





NEW PREPARATIONS. 207 





| tient began to improve rapidly, much to my satis- 


faction and her relief. When she had recovered 
she told me that no other medicine had ever done 
her so much good. 

I will soon report a very interesting case.—Z. A. 
East, M. D., in Loutsville Medical News. 


CHRYSOPHANIC ACID IN DISEASES OF THE 
SK1IN.—Dr. Walter Smith sums up the knowledge 
that we have at present in the following words: 
(1) Chrysophanic acid is a powerful local stimu- 
lant—not, however, tending towards vesiccation or 
ulceration. Its action in this capacity is best illus- 
trated in psoriasis. (2) It also possesses un- 
doubted parasiticide power. (3) It is a most effi- 
cient remedy in two parasitic affections—viz., ring- 
worm of the body and tinea versicolor. (4) In 
ringworm of the scalp it frequently fails, owing to 
causes that militate against all remedies as yet 
tried. (5) In favus it has not as yet, so far as is 
known, had a trial. (6) Asa destroyer of animal 
parasites its efficacy remains to be proved. It 
would probably be of service in some cases of 
scabies and in pedicularia. (7) Internally, as Dr. 
Ashburton Thompson has shown, it is an emetic 
purge. (8) Alizarin, a substance belonging to the 
same group of bodies as chrysophanic acid, upon 
several grounds appears to deserve a more ex- 
tended trial in diseases of the skin. The acid is 
open to certain disadvantages now tolerably well 
known. Of these, the staining of the skin and 
dyeing of the hair are the least, for they quickly 
disappear when the use of the drug is suspended, 
and by simple precautions the discoloration of the 
patient’s pillow, linen, etc.,can be avoided ; but the 
irritant qualities of the acid are more marked, 
and in more than one case Dr. Smith has been 
obliged to discontinue its use, even when fully di- 
luted—z2o grs. or less to %i—on account of the 
cedema, irritation and pain provoked by it.—T7he 
Dublin Fournal of Medical Science, March, 
1879. 

GRINDELIA SQUARROSA AS AN ANTIPERIODIC. 
—Case I. E. R., aet. twenty-one. Had suffered 
for a year with constantly recurring intermittent, 
sometimes broken by the administration of quin- 
ine, but returning even while still taking it. Fluid 
extract of eucalyptus had been given without appa- 
rent benefit; Fowler’s solution of arsenic had 
failed also. In April, 1878, he was ordered fluid 
extract of grindelia squarrosa, 3 i, thirty drops to 
be taken in water three times a day. He was 
troubled no more with chills until the following 
April, when he had a well marked chill, for which 
he again sought advice. The same remedy was 
given and he has not since had a return. 

Case II. Mrs. C. Contracted chills in Indiana. 
She had taken quinine without benefit, and her 
chills would return even while taking it. Ordered 
fluid extract of grindelia squarrosa, to be taken in 
thirty or forty-drop doses thrice daily. The pre- 
scription was taken according to directions. The 
next paroxysm being as decided as ever, the dose 
was increased five drops each day, until she had 
had four chills, and the dose had been increased to 
fifty drops. Upon investigation it was found that 
the druggist, not having the grindelia squarrosa, 
had substituted for it the grindelia robusta. The 
mistake was at once rectified, and she has not had 
a chill since, now five weeks. Her general con- 
dition has improved in every respect, and I have 
not found it necessary to give any other medicine. 

Case III. Mrs. R. Has had a malarial head- 
ache, recurring every morning, for which she has 
taken small doses of quinine without benefit, not 
being able to take large doses because of the great 
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nausea and other unpleasant effects produced. 
The fluid extract of grindelia squarrosa was 
ordered, and after taking it three days the head- 
ache disappeared and has not since returned. 

A large number of such cases might be recorded 
where this remedy has been used with success as 
a substitute for quinine, even where the latter has 
failed. It is certainly deserving of a more extended 
trial. I regard it as a valuable addition to the ma- 
teria medica.—F. C. W., in the Medical Herald. 


NEw REMEDIES.— During a recent trip up the 
Amazon and Madeira rivers, I frequently had 
opportunities of meeting with parties of Bolivians 
on their way to, or return from Para. On these 
expeditions they take with them their families and 
many of their servants, and all appliances necessary 
to supply their wants. The head of the family, 
like the Captain of a vessel, is supposed to possess 
all necessary medical skill. I found that they always 
carried and made use of jaborandi, coca, coto and 
quinia, if they could obtain it. Jaborandi was 
used in the form of decoction at the commence- 
ment of fevers, as a diaphoretic and sialagogue, a 
crude extract of guarana, in the cephalic stage of 
pernicious fever—coto bark in diarrhoea, and coca 
as a nerve stimulant or tonic, quinia of course as 
antiperiodic. 

Since my return I have made considerable use of 
jaborandi and erythroxylin coca, with favorable 
results. Tinct. jaborandi combined with spts. 
nit. dulc. equal parts, and a half ounce given in a 
gill of hot water, during the first stages of inflam- 
matory rheumatism, promotes prompt and free 
perspiration and paves the way for rheumatic 
remedies. 

Erythrox. coca in combination with sp. am. arom. 
as an alkali acts well in cases of nervous debility. 
I made use of guarana, very freely while in Brazil, 
and obtained results that I cannot obtain here, and 
my impression is that it is better suited for tropical 
climates, although I have frequently found it to 
relieve facial neuralgia when other remedies failed. 

The remedies mentioned in this article certainly 
possess merits that demand a fair investigation, 
and with that view I quote several articles, very 
hopeful that in future numbers, we may be favored 
with the opinions of others on the subject.—7%e 
Country Practitioner. 

CHAULMOOGRA OIL IN THE TREATMENT OF 
LEpROSY.—Dr. David Young reports six illustrative 
cases out of between fifty and sixty cases treated 
for leprosy at the Mission Hospital, Bombay, dur- 
ing eighteen months. The patients were all adults; 
the proportion of males to females about three to 
one. The treatment was by chaulmoogra oil 
alone, or combined with the tincture, internally, or 
a liniment, externally, gf psoralea corylifolia—a 
leguminous plant abounding in the Konkan and 
Deccan. The forms of leprosy noted were: mac- 
ular, four; anesthetic, twenty-three; tubercular, 
fifteen ; mixed, eleven. Out of the six cases re- 
ported, only one obtained no apparent benefit. 
The other five, after atreatment of from six months 
to a year, were all improved in health, with an 
increase in weight, and more or less new growth 
of hair. Dr. Young sums up as follows: 

1. In the macular and in the early stage of the 
anesthetic forms of leprosy, the chaulmoogra 
appears to be of decided value. 

2. The oil should be given at the outset in 
small doses and gradually increased, as otherwise 
it is apt to cause nausea. 

3. The good results were seen earlier in those 
cases in which the powdered seeds were given 
instead of the oil. 





4. A liberal milk diet seemed to be a valuable 
auxiliary. 

5. The psoraleagiven internally, in combination 
with the oil, appeared to be of no value, but when 
applied externally in the form of a liniment, was of 
undoubted service, especially in stimulating the 
hair bulbs. 2 

6. Several of the cases treated were compli- 
cated with bronchial affections, which were quite 
relieved during the treatment. This, taken in 
connection with the fact that all the patients 
gained flesh, may point to the probable usefulness 
of the oil in affections of the chest. 

7. The oil has a deserved reputation in cases of 
itch and parasitic pedicula, and forms a valuable 
addition to the ordinary sulphur ointment.— The 
Practitioner, Nov., 1878. 


BAYCURU.—Baycuru or biacuru is the vernac- 
ular name given to a plant growing on the shores 
of Rio Grande. It imbeds itself more or less in 
the sand, a number of radical leaves rising above, 
and being some five to seven inches in length by 
one and a half or two inches in breadth. The 
flower resembles that of London Pride (Saxifraga 
serratifolia). The whole plant is sometimes 
covered by the sea for days and even weeks 
together, dependent on the direction of the wind, 
there being no tides in this locality. I am indebted 
to Mr. Thomas Hallawell for a specimen of the 
root, and also to Dr. Landell (both residents in 
Brazil) for reliable information as to its medicinal 
properties, and uses to which it is applied. I do 
not find mention of the plant in Chernoviz “For- 
mulario ou Guia Medica,” which is practically the 
Pharmacopeeia of Brazil, or in any botanical work 
at my command. Mr. Holmes has also kindly 
searched in the Pharmaceutical and British 
Museum libraries, but has found no satisfactory 
information concerning it. From a sample, how- 
ever, with the foregoing description he believes it 
to be a Statice, probably Statzce Braszliensis, and 
although the Plumbacez are not generally inhabi- 
tants of tropical climates, some do exist there, and 
from the marked resemblance of the chemical and 
medicinal properties of these and baycuru it seems 
very probable that the above conclusion is correct. 
Further specimens are promised, including a 
flower, which will of course be more satisfactory 
for its identification. 

The root is the part used medicinally, both fresh 
and dry. In the latter state the pieces are six or 
seven inches in length, from one-third to one inch 
in thickness, and tortuous in shape. The cortical 
portion is thin, of a dark chocolate color, contrast- 
ing markedly with the central portion, which is of 
a flesh color in some pieces, in others darker; the 
former has an acrid astringent, the latter a purely 
astringent taste, which suggest the probability that 
the acrid resin exists in the cortical portion only. 
The natives have an unlimited amount of faith in 
its virtues as an astringent and discutient remedy 
in all kinds of enlargements and glandular swell- 
ings, externally as a fomentation, and frequently 
as a vapor.—Pharmaceutical Fournal. 


GuRJUN BALSAM (S. H.)—This is a balsam 
obtained from different species of dzpterocarpus, 
natives of Eastern Bengal, Burmah, Siam, the Malay 
Peninsula, Ceylon, Java, the Phillippine Islands, 


etc. It is obtained by making deep incisions into 
the trunk of the tree with an axe, so as to scoop 
out a good-sized cavity. In this fire is placed, and 
kept burning until the wood is somewhat scorched, 
when the balsam begins to exude, and it is 

led into a vessel of bamboo. It is afte 
allowed to settle, when a clear liquid separates — 
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from the thick portion. The oil is extracted year 
after year, and sometimes there are two or three 
holes in the same tree. It is produced in extraor- 
dinary abundance ; from thirty to forty gallons ac- 
cording to Roxburgh, may sometimes be obtained, 
from a single tree in the course of the season (See 
Flickiger and Hanbury, Pharmacographia, 

. 82. 

: Th balsam is also called wood oil, but the latter 
term is likewise applied to the oil of the seeds of 
aleurites triloba Mull. Arg., from which it is totally 
different. Gurjun balsam is really an oleo-resin, 
since it yields, on distillation, a volatile oil, and 
leaves a resin behind (about 37 per cent), which 
contains a small proportion of acrystallizable acid, 
termed gurjunic acid. 

Gurjun balsam is used for the same purposes as 
copaiva. It has a bitter aromatic taste, being less 
acrid than copaiva, and has an odor resembling the 
latter, but less intense. The balsam itself, as well 
as the essential oil and the resin, are used in the 
same doses as copaiva. 

The following are a number of formulas for pre- 
paring for administration : 


1. Gurjun balsam, 4 grams. 
Gum arabic, powdered, 4 grams. 
Infusion of star anise, 40 grams. 


Take this mixture in two doses, one before each 
meal.— Vidal. 


2. Gurjun balsam, 16 grams. 
Gum arabic, powdered, 10 grams. 
Syrup of acacia, 30 grams. 
Peppermint water, 50 grams. 
Take in three doses in the course of the day.— 
Mauriac. 
3. Gurjun balsam, to grams. 
Cubebs, powdered, sufficient 
to make, with mucilage, 30 boluses, which are to 
be rolled in carbonate of magnesium.—Bernatzick. 


VERATRUM VIRIDE—In the number of the Re- 
porter for March 15th, under the heading of “ Cor- 
respondence,” I was personally interested in read- 
ing the article written by R. Fowler, M. D., of Elmo, 
Texas, on the poisonous dose of veratrum viride, 
having at one time taken an overdose, through 
mistake. 

Ihad a patient, a lady, taking fluid extract of 
ergot, in teaspoonful doses, for headache. My pa- 
tient having taken all I had prescribed, I sent to 
the druggist for two ounces, and carried it to her 
myself. In a short time after leaving I was sent 
for in great haste, and on returning, found her 
vomiting, with coolness of the skin, difficult breath- 
ing, face pale, and with a very anxious expression. 
I gave her stimulants, and, as soon as she could, 
she told me the medicine was the cause of her 
sickness. I replied, “I guess not,” and looking at 
the label on the bottle, and believing it to be ergot, 
I told her I would try it myself. I turned out a 
teaspoonful, which must have been nearly two 
drachms, and swallowed it. In half an hour | 
went to my boarding place. I soon felt a burning 
Sensation in my stomach, nausea, etc. I then 
knew something was wrong about the medicine I 
had taken. I very soon vomited. I drank warm 
water, and continued the vomiting for four or five 
hours, 

I was quite weak, had dimness of vision, etc., 
from the effects of the dose, but in two or three 
days had fully recovered. But my patient did not 
get over the effects as quickly, not being as strong 
as myself. 

_Isoon made up my mind that it was veratrum 
Viride we had taken, and so it proved to be, the 
druggist making the mistake. 

Now, I don’t believe an overdose would kill or 


_ Mjurea person who was strong; but one witha 





diseased heart, or, if through mistake, I had pre- 
scribed it in a case during or after labor, where we 
usually give ergot, it might, in either case, produce 
serious results. I generally prescribe fluid extract 
veratrum viride, in three or four-drop doses, once 
in four hours, and I am almost sure to have the 
desired effect in eight to twenty-four hours.— F. £. 
Scrutton, M. D., in Med. and Surg. Reporter. 


PITURI.—Dr. Sydney Ringer and Dr. Murell 
have lately been investigating the action of Pituri, 
and have published the results of their observa- 
tions in the Fournal of Physiology. tis believed 
to be obtained from a plant growing in Australia, 
and named the Duboisia Hopwoodii, a solanaceous 
plant. The natives, it is said, fortify themselves 
during their long foot marches by chewing the 
leaves, just as the Bolivians employ for the same 
purpose the leaves of the coca. Dr. G. Bennett 
states that pituri is a stimulating narcotic, and it 
appears to be used as a substitute for tobacco. It 
is generally met with in the form of dry and 
pulverized leaves. The natives first chew about a 
teaspoonful of them, then mix the mass with the 
ashes of some burnt twigs, and place the bolus 
behind the ear to increase its strength, after which 
it is again chewed and swallowed. When indulged 
in to excess it is said to induce a condition of in- 
furiation, and in persons not accustomed to its 
use pituri causes severe headache. In 1872 Dr. 
Bancroft, of Queensland, read a paper before the 
Philosophical Society of that colony, and attributed 
the following effects to the drug: A period of 
preliminary excitement from apparent loss of in- 
hibitory power of the cerebrum, attended in cats 
and dogs with rapid respiration, vomiting, and 
profuse secretion of saliva; irregular muscular 
action, followed by general convulsions; paralysis 
of the respiratory function of the medulla; death 
or sighing respiration at long intervals; rapid res- 
piration and returning consciousness; normal res- 
piration and general torpidity, not unattended with 
danger to life. Drs. Ringer and Murrell have 
arrived at the conclusion, from their experiments, 
that the pituri alkaloid is remarkably similar to 
atropia, and that it is slightly narcotic, that it first 
salivates and then dries the mouth, and that it 
dilates the pupil when administered internally or 
applied topically to the eye. They further find, in 
accordance with Dr. Bancroft’s experiments, that 
it is a powerful respiratory poison. It produces 
general weakness and violent twitchings of the 
whole body. They show that pituri resembles in 
its more prominent effects gelseminum and jabor- 
andi. Through jaborandi, pituri becomes allied to 
muscarin, which possesses the same action as jab- 
orandi, except that muscarin administered inter- 
nally contracts, but topically applied dilates, the 
pupil. By means of pituri, therefore, alkaloids 
can be grouped into alliances so dissimilar as 
atropia and jaborandi, and atropia and muscarin— 
two alkaloids which, in most of their effects, are 
antagonistic to those of atropia.—London Lancet. 

AESCULUS HIPPOCASTANUM (Horse Chestnut). 

Esculus hippocastanum, like zsculus glabra, 
has a direct affinity for the spinal cord, mucous 
membrane of the alimentary canal, especially that 
of the rectum. It alsoacts upon ——— system. 
It cures constipation and soreness of the rectum. 
It also cures hemorrhoids of a painful character, 
where the tumors are of a purple color, and smart 
and burn, and are caused by congestion of the 
portal system. In this condition the dose should 
not exceed ro to 15 drops of the saturated tincture 
of the berries and hull. An ointment may be also 
applied, made by boiling the fresh pulp of the seed 
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in sweet oil. In chronic laryngeal coughs, depend- 
ent upon hepatic congestion, zsculus is a positive 
remedy. It is one of our most positive remedies 
for congestion of the liver; when accompanied 
with piles the symptoms indicating it are aching, 
pinching pains in the right hypochondrium, aggra- 
vated by walking or riding. This pain often ex- 
tends up between the shoulders or under the scap- 
ula. In constipation with hard, dry stools of a 
light color, zsculus is the remedy; if the stools are 
dark and hard, nux vomica is preferable, and will 
aid the cure. This will not do for a routine rem- 
edy, but must be given according to he indications 
pointed out, or it will fail. It is not indicated in 
bleeding piles at least, unless there is constipation 
and a burning, aching pain in the rectum. The 
rectal symptoms calling for this remedy are char- 
acteristic, viz., a very disagreeable dryness, sore- 
ness, constriction, fullness, and a feeling: as if 
splinters, gravel or some foreign substance was 
lodged in the rectum. In some cases there is a 
sense of fullness with protrusion, and a desire to 
strain. It 1s also indicated in cases with the above 
symptoms, unattended with constipation or even 
attended with too frequent stools, which may be 
loose but pale, showing portal congestion. For it 
seems to act through the portal system, and cure 
those cases connected with diseased conditions of 
that part of the circulation. 

In fissure of the anus and incipient stricture of 
the rectum, it is of much service. It is a valuable 
remedy in prolapsus ani, and may be alternated 
with such other remedies as are indicated in each 
case. It has been used successfully in some cases 
of chronic cough; probably such as were caused 
by congestion of the liver. It is a valuable remedy 
for congestion of the neck of the uterus. Thedose 
varies from one to five drops every one or two 
hours. The zsculus glabra acts in a similar man- 
ner, but more powerfully.—/. F. /. Goss, M. D., 
in Am. Med. Fournal. 

VALERIANATE OF ZINC IN HEMORRHUIDS.— 
In 1875-6, while treating a case of epilepsy in a 
white male, aged about 52 years, I made use of the 
following prescription : 


KR. Valerianate of zinc, grs. xlv. 
Ext. gentian, 3i. 


M. Ft. pills No. xxx. 5S. one every six hours. 

When the pills were exhausted I ordered the 
prescription refilled, and after using the second 
box my patient remarked that several large bleed- 
ing and very troublesome piles he had been annoyed 
by during the preceding twenty odd years had 
entirely disappeared. I attributed the effect which 
had been produced, in his case, to the valerianate 
of zinc, and prescribed it for a similar trouble in a 
young man, aged about thirty-four years, who had 
been greatly annoyed by several large external piles 
for about ten years. The good effect was more 
promptly observed than in the first instance; the 
piles disappearing entirely in ten days. Two weeks 
afterwards he reported to me that he taken only 
half of the pills and had given the rest to a friend, 
who» was as promptly relieved as himself. In 
neither of the two.cases has there been any return 
of the trouble, although, in the first instance, fully 
two and a half years, and in the second, twenty- 
two months’ time have elapsed since they were re- 
lieved. These two gentlemen became somewhat 
enthusiastic over the good effect obtained in their 
cases and were the means of my having rather an 
unusual number of cases of hemorrhoids to pre- 
scribe for. 

In only two cases, so far, have I known the prep- 
aration to fail to give relief, although several of 
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those treated were very aggravated and severe 
cases, of long standing. 

As a matter of course, I don’t claim that the 
valerianate of zinc is an infallible remedy for hem- 
orrhoids. The limited number of cases that haye 
come under my observation would not justify any 
such conclusion; but the very decided good effect 
produced in the few cases, certainly make it proper 
that I should bring the remedy to the notice of 
the profession. 

There is nothing in the nature of this prepara- 
tion of zinc, as described by the books, or as gener- 
ally known by the profession, that would attract 
attention to it as a remedy specially adapted to the 
cure of hemorrhoids; in fact it would scarcely be 
thought of in that connection, nor am I able to 
give with entire satisfaction to myself, a rationale 
for its “ modus medendi ,;”’ it seems to act by con- 
stringing the blood vessels supplying the affected 
parts. 

I only hope it may prove as efficient a remedy in 
the future as it has thus far proven to be in my 
hands. I usually prescribe valerianate made into 
pill mass with extract of walnut.—C. Deaderick, 
M. D., in Nashville Fournal of Medicine and 
Surgery. 

QUEBRACHO, A PALLIATIVE REMEDY IN 
DyspNe&A.—Dr. F. Penzoldt, of Erlangen (Berl. 
Klin. Wochenschrift, No. 19, 1879), narrates 
some experiments both on man and animals with 
a new drug, the bark of aspidosperma quebracho 
(apocynace@), sent from Brazil, where it is reputed 
to have antipyretic properties. The form of 
preparation used throughout was a watery solution 
of an alcoholic extract of the bark, ten parts of 
the latter being percolated with one hundred of 
alcohol for several days, and the liquid filtered, 
evaporated, dissolved in water, again. evaporated 
to dryness, and the residue dissolved in twenty 
parts water. 

The main results obtained in frogs were com- 
plete motor paralysis of central origin, respiratory 
paralysis, and diminished frequency of the pulse, 
independent of irritation of the vagus. In rabbits 
and dogs motor paralysis and dyspnoea, increas- 
ing with the dose administered, were noticed. The 
dyspnoea in the rabbit, however, appeared to de- 
pend on retardation and deepening of the inspira- 
tions; while in the dog the inspirations were ac- 
celerated. In the latter, also, there was saliva- 
tion. 

Experiments on animals with artificial fever 
produced by injecting putrid fluids, showed no de- 
cided reduction of the temperature, and hence 
quebracho is probably not, as was supposed, an 
antipyretic. Itshould be added that it is not an 
antiseptic, but only temporarily retards putrefac- 
tion. The results obtained in actual cases of fever 
in men were also negative, but Dr. Penzoldt 
thinks that, considering the close chemical rela- 
tionship between the alkaloid “ aspidodermin, 
which Baeyer has extracted from quebracho-bark 
and quinine, the subject requires further working 
out in this direction. ; 

By the accidental observation of a patient’ with 
pleurisy and emphysema, on whom the antifebrile 
effect of quebracho was being tried, Dr. Penzoldt 
was led to try the bark in various forms of dysp- 
noea, depending on emphysema, bronchitis, 
phthisis, pleurisy, etc., and obtained remarkably 
good results. A teaspoonful of the above-men- 
tioned solution was given two or three times 4 
day. The most marked objective phenomenon 
after its exhibition was a reddening of the pre- 
viously cyanosed or livid tints of the lips and face. 
In a case of emphysema, where the patient was 
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blessed with a nose the seat of acne hypertro- 

hica, the ordinary violet-blue color of the organ 
became fiery red, and excited the surprise of the 
other patients in the ward. The respirations gen- 
erally became deeper and less frequent, and the 
patients expressed themselves subjectively much 
relieved. The first feeling after taking the drug 
was one of warmth in the head; many said that 
they had less desire to cough, and that they found 
expectoration easier. Occasionally sweating oc- 
curred, and in some cases abundant salivation. 
No bad effects were noticed with the dose men- 
tioned. 

Dr. Penzoldt finds that the addition of que- 
bracho solution to blood, in the presence of oxy- 
gen, makes it assume a bright red color, and he 
is inclined to think that possibly the blood is ren- 
dered capable of taking up more oxygen than 
usual, and carrying it to the tissues. This is, how- 
ever, merely a provisional hypothesis, and at pres- 
ent there is no satisfactory explanation of the fact 
that, while moderate doses of the extract alleviate 
dyspnoea in man, large doses cause dyspncea in 
the lower animals. 

As yet, quebracho bark is not a commercial 
product, but the wood is imported in large quanti- 
ties for tanning purposes. The action of an ex- 
tract of the wood is similar to that of the bark, 
but weaker. The alkaloid aspidodermin affects 
the frog, on the whole, just as the extract of the 
bark does.—London (Eng.) Medical Times and 
Gazette. 

DIABETES SUCCESSFULLY TREATED WITH 
RHUS AROMATICA.—The following case of dia- 
betes, possessing certain features of interest and 
importance, is, I think, worthy of being recorded : 

John W., aged 37, a compositor, consulted me in 
November, 1878; he furnished me with a subjoined 
account, in writing, of his case: ‘‘ For two months 
previous to my discovering that I passed more 
urine than I ought to do—about July—I experi- 
enced very bad health. After eating my meals I 
felt an oppressiveness at the chest, an uncomfort- 
able sensation, as if I were blown out with wind. 
I took no notice of these sensations, because, after 
alittle rest, they went away. A little while after- 
wards [| felt very thirsty, and drank as much as I 
could get; finding that I made more urine than 
usual, I fancied that it was on account of the 
unusual quantity of drink that I took. I then had 
beatings of the heart, at times absence of mind, 
not knowing what I did, but soon recovering my- 
self; very nervous; not getting sleep at night; 
waking every hour to pass water; pains in the shin- 
bones when in bed; pains across the loins in the 
day; passing urine every two hours. Found that 
I lost flesh; very little appetite, but always thirsty ; 
gums very sore after eating, sometimes bled; pains 
up the spine of the back.” 

To this account a few additional particulars may 
be appended. The patient is a short but stout, 
well formed man, of rather sanguine temperament. 
When he first presented himself to me, the chief 
features about him denoting illness, were his 
sunken eyes and somewhat wasted appearance. 
On inquiry into his habits and mode of life, with a 
view to discover the cause of the malady, I found 
that as a compositor—a very unhealthy occupation 
—he worked, for about eight months previous to 
his becoming ill, about 100 hours per week, working 
on Sundays and much at night. The night-work 
being trying, he had recourse about twice a week 
to stimulants, as gin, etc. The room in which he 
worked was strongly lighted with gas, and was 
occupied by about thirty other compositors. No 
hereditary tendency to diabetes could be traced. 
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1 prescribed for him on the 18th of November as 
follows: A teaspoonful of the fluid extract of the 
bark of the root of rhus aromatica—Parke, Davis 
& Co.’s preparation—three times a day. Strict 
rules were enjoined respecting his diet and mode 
of living. He was directed to take fresh meat 
twice or thrice daily, and occasionally fish, poultry, 
eggs and milk; in place of bread, to eat only the 
specially prepared bran biscuits, and to partake 
freely of all the green vegetables; to avoid all far- 
inaceous articles, as ordinary bread, pastry, pud- 
dings, and everything flour, starch, or arrowroot of 
any kind; to abstain generally from fruit, especially 
the sweeter kinds, as all the dried fruits; and amongst 
the vegetables, not to eat potatoes, artichokes, pars- 
nips or carrots. These regulations were rigidly ad- 
hered to throughout the treatment of the case. From 
the combined effort of regimen and medicine, the pa- 
tient speedily improved. During the three months 
and a half of treatment I registered daily the den- 
sity and quantity of urine voided, but want of 
space forbids my inserting it here. I will only 
state that the density was 1042 and the quantity 
five pints at the beginning of the treatment, and 
10.21 and two pints five oz. at the termination. 
The specific gravity was found to be over 1040 on 
the first day. Since the end of February when he 
discontinued the medicine, | have seen him every 
few days, and his urine has kept since, and is now, 
entirely free from sugar. . 

I have treated, during many years of practice, 
quite a number of cases of diabetes, but have never 
so well succeeded with any other remedy as with 
rhus aromatica, and confidently recommend it to 
the profession. F. P. King, M. D., Eclectic Med- 
zcal Fournal. 

EXPERIENCE IN ENURESIS — EQUISETUM. — 
Until within the last three months I would have 
agreed exactly with J. W. M. of the February Ist 
number, where he says, “if there is any more un- 
satisfactory disease of children to treat than enu- 
resis with its train of wet beds, etc., Ido not know 
it.” But I must now differ with him widely, as 
from my experience in the last three months with 
equisetum hyemale in this disease I am led to 
believe that in this remedy we have an almost un- 
failing cure. In looking over my day-book I find 
I have had seventeen cases under treatment during 
the last twelve months; of the seventeen, fourteen 
I had treated previous to the first of December, 
and was unsuccessful with the exception of five 
cases, two of these I’cured with gelsemium and 
the other three with benzoic acid, but every one of 
the other cases stopped treatment, having lost 
hopes of ever being cured, or went to other doc- 
tors. It is not necessary for me to say that I was 
as completely disgusted as my patients, I will say, 
however, that several of these cases were relieved 
for a short time under the above-named remedies, 
with the addition of apis, canth., cannabis and a 
few others, but they were soon as bad as ever. 
About the last of November I received Sherman's 
Bulletin of New Remedies, and there found a 
short description of equisetum with the statement 
that many almost incredulous cures of bed wetting 
in children had been reported as the effects of this 
remedy suggested in the treatment of this disease 
in Hale's Therapeutics of New Remedies, so | 
determined to try an experiment with this remedy 
on the very next case that came under my treat- 
ment. About the first of December I had another 
case. Mrs. H. came to my office saying that her 
little boy, four years old, had never failed to wet 
the bed a single night for two years, and there was 
hardly a night but what she took him up, and 
always took him out just before going to bed, 
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thinking it might help him; she had punished him 
for it, and worse than that, had been to several 
allopathic doctors, but all of no avail. I told her 
that she had come to a poor savior, but if she 
would consent, that I would try a new remedy that 
was highly recommended and was perfectly harm- 
less, etc., and further, if I did not cure the boy, I 
would not charge her anything. She consented, 
and I gave her a two-drachm vial of tinct. equise- 
tum with directions to give six drops each night at 
bed-time, telling her not to allow him to drink 
much in the latter part of the day, and especially 
nothing warm. To take him out just before going 
to bed and to report to me in a week. She did so, 
and to my surprise, said that the boy had had no 
trouble whatever, and that he had slept better and 
was feeling better than he had for two years. | 
told her to continue same treatment another week, 
and then I dismissed the boy cured and he still 
remains well. 

A girl several years of age, had been troubled 
with incontinence of urine for nearly four years, 
ever since she had the diphtheria. I put her on 
the same remedy and dose, and in two weeks re- 
ported cured, sound and well. While treating this 
case Mrs. H. brought me another—a girl five years 
of age, that had been troubled for nearly two 
years, which I treated in the same way, with the 
same happy result as with the other two. So con- 
fident was I that I had found a specific, that I 
could not wait for new cases, but spoke to the 
parents of children I had treated unsuccessfully 
during the year, telling them I had found a sure 
cure, and if I did not cure them in two weeks I 
would not charge them a cent. So, during Janu- 
ary two of them came to me, both of which I cured 
with the same treatment. I have another child 
taking the medicine at present, but have not heard 
from him as yet. Some may doubt these state- 
ments, but I will furnish the names and addresses 
of the parents of each case for reference if any one 
wishes them. We cannot say of these cases that 
they just happened to get well, for they were all 
chronic and otherwise obstinate cases. The rem- 
edy acted alike in all of them. I intend to make a 
thorough proving of the remedy, and will report 
again. I think that benzoic acid is the next best 
remedy, but I failed with it in several cases.— 
Medical Investigator. 

BERBERIS AQUIFOLIUM—ITS ACTION UPON 
GLANDULAR ENLARGEMENTS, FIBROIDS, CAN- 
CER, Etc.—I have been prescribing the above new 
remedy, almost a year. My attention was called 
to its action as an alterative tonic, by a gentlemen 
representing a house engaged in its manufacture. 

I began its use at once, and now regard it as one 
of the most indispensable remedies recently intro- 
duced into the list of therapeutical drugs. I have 
proved its action as a blood depurator, tonic and 
alterative. Alone, and in combination with many 
other remedies, it may be prescribed for a host of 
ailments. It gives tone to the visceral organs; 
stimulates the secretory glands; improves muscu- 
lar elasticity—thereby causing a washing-out of the 
viscera—and prepares the organs for active nutri- 
tion. Its action upon the secretory glands is simi- 
lar to the application or external force applied to 
a sponge, filled with dirty water, so to speak, z¢ 
squeezes tt out. 

I submit the following cases, as briefly.as_ pos- 
sible, to explain the action of this new remedy: 

Mrs. K., aged 29, married, and the. mother of 
five children, all apparently healthy. This lady is 
of a lymphatic temperament, slender, has never 
been robust, but has enjoyed only a medium degree 
of health. Since the birth of her third child, she 
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has suffered from slight prolapsus of the womb, 
and a disgusting leucorrhoea. The discharge re. 
duced her strength, and she became cachectic and 
a confirmed invalid. I attended during her last 
confinement, labor occurring natural and easy, 

About nine months subsequent—Nov. 11, 1878— 
I was summoned to examine “a painful lump or 
tumor”’ situated in her left breast, extending from 
an inch below the left nipple, to a distance above 
that point of about two and a half inches, almost 
completely filling the superior zone of the left 
breast. She stated that it had been steadily grow- 
ing for five months. For some months she thought 
that it was a “caked breast,’’ and that it would 
disappear by applying poultices and ointments; 
however, instead, it gradually increased in size, 
There had been sharp pain in it from the com- 
mencement, and always worse at night. Her 
countenance was sallow; eyes sunken, with dark 
circles around them; appetite poor; menstrual 
function deranged ; bowels constipated, and a gen- 
eral feeling of malaise. There was no heat over 
the surface of the tumor; slight redness, veins 
slightly enlarged, and painful upon pressure. - It 
had a stony feeling, slightly movable—at least it 
gave me that sensation—definitely circumscribed, 
with a few nodules. I could scarcely allow myself 
to conclude that it was of a cancerous nature, until 
I had consulted with Dr. Judd (lately from St. 
Louis, and who had held the chair of histology for 
twelve years in that city), and have him examine it 
with me. After a lengthy examination and con- 
sultation, the professor concluded that it was of a 
“scirrhus” nature. I withheld operating until I 
could make repeated examinations, and, in the 
mean time, build up her general health. The fol- 
lowing prescription was given, viz. : 

Grammes. 

BR. Ext. berberis aquifol., 96.00 
Ext. rhamni purshiane, 
Ext. malti, 


32.00 
384.00 


M. sig. Sixteen grammes (a tablespoonful) four 
times daily. A careful supervision of the progress 
of the tumor was kept daily. After continuing 
the prescription one week, I observed the following 
signs ; tumor slightly flabby and noticeably smaller ; 
patient does not complain of much pain, except at 
night. Treatment continued. She also states that 
her bowels have been regular and that she has a 
better appetite, and thinks she feels stronger since 
she began the medicine. 

At my next visit, which was ten days after my 
last, an examination was made, and, to my surprise, 
the tumor had so reduced in size as to convince me 
that it would wholly disappear, I could not per- 
suade my patient to give up the medicine, so post- 
tive was she that it was curing her. In two months 
from the time of my first visit, there was nothing 
to examine to convince any one that ever a tumor 
existed in the location referred to, at all. 

Now, my indulgent editor, if I have trespassed 
upon your valuable space, I hope you will forbear 
this time, and I will be less enthusiastic and more 
brief in my next. I have several cases of fibroids 
and hypertrophy of the os tince to report, with 
their treatment, when at leisure.—H. A. Loerie, 
M. D., C. M., in Michigan Medical News. 


YANGONO NAVITI, OR PIPER METHYSTICUM 
IN GONORRHEA, ETC.—Some years ago, whilst 
traveling through and residing for a time among 
the islands of the South Pacific, more especially 
the Vitian or Fijian group, before the cession of 
those charming and fertile islands to the British 
Crown, I obtained a very good knowledge of the 
“yosa viti,” Fijian language, which is the dialect 
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spoken throughout the whole of the Vitian or 
Fijian Archipelago, numbering some 250 islands. 

Making myself at home and friendly to the 
islanders, rendering them many valuable medical 
services, I gained their fullest confidence, and 
became quite a celebrity among them as a “ mattai 
ni matti,” tradesman, or master of the sick. The 
Fijians are by far the most intelligent, and, medi- 
cally speaking, knowledgeable of all the native 
races inhabiting the numerous isles of the inter- 
tropical South Pacific. They possess many valu- 
able medicinal herbs and medical secrets, their 
knowledge of which they are by no means adverse 
to impart to those who possess their confidence 
and esteem ; in fact, such was my experience. Soon 
discovering their amatory tendencies and _inclina- 
tions, and observing little or no gonorrheal affec- 
tions among them, I inquired the reason, when 
they informed me: drinking the “ Yangona Naviti”’ 
was a specific for all urethral and vaginal dis- 
charges and diseases of a contagious character, 
which I subsequently proved and ascertained to 
be a fact. Anxious to see and learn the manu- 
facture of this important and valuable specific, my 
wishes were complied with. Being conducted to 
the “vale” house of a powerful chieftain named 
Tui Cakou or Tui Vanua Lever, at Somo-Somo, | 
was a witness to the perfect and complete prepar- 
ation of the “ Yangona Naviti.” A large clean 
wooden bowl standing on four legs, called a 
“tarcona,’ made out of one solid piece of wood 
of the vessy tree, having a perfect polish caused 
by frequent use, capable of containing five to ten 
gallons, was brought in and placed in position 
before the assembled chieftains. A number of 
young girls with teeth as sound as ripe acorns, 
and white as bleached coral, were placed around 
the “tarcona,” and ordered to proceed with the 
manufacture. A large yangona root was then laid 
before them, scraped clean and cut into moderate 
sized pieces. Each girl took as much of the root 
as her mouth would comfortably contain, and 
commenced chewing vigorously. When the chew- 
‘ing was completed, z. ¢., the root reduced to a 
pulp, the mass was removed from the mouth and 
placed into the “tarcona.” After asufficiency had 
been chewed, water was poured into the mass and 
all thoroughly mixed together, the fibers of the 
root being separated from the liquor by straining. 
The strained liquor had now the appearance of 
brown soap suds. A cocoanut shell called “ mbelo,” 
containing about a pint, was filled with the liquor 
and handed to the chieftains, according to their 
rank, and drank off with apparent gusto—each 
chief emptying his “mbello” at one draught 
before returning it to be refilled and passed to 
another. The root I ascertained to belong to the 
order piperacea, being the piper methysticum. 
Not admiring the salivary mode of manufacture | 
had just witnessed, I determined to try a plan of 
my own, and see if a more cleanly and civilized 
style of preparation would not have the same 
therapeutical effect as the “ ma-ma,” or masticatory 
process. Obtaining a quantity of the root, drying 
and grating it, and mixing the gratings with cold 
water as required, produced a drink far more 
pleasant and enjoyable to an educated white man’s 
ideas of correctness, and also of equal potency to 
the chewed mass. The root is easily grown in 
Fiji, and I should think could be readily cultivated 
in all tropical countries possessing a sufficiency of 
moisture or rainfall. The plant is propagated by 
cuttings from the stems, in precisely the same 
Manner as the grape vine—thus leaving all the 
Toots available for home use or commerce. The 
root carefully dried retains its medicinal virtues; 
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Upon my return to civilization, I treated some 
forty cases of gonorrhea, male and female ulcera- 
tive leucorrhea, vaginitis and urethritis, with the 
happiest results. In no single instance did the 
preparation disagree with the patient ; never caused 
eructations or gastric disturbances. In fact, drink- 
ing the cold infusion produces a pleasant effect 
upon the whole, leaving a warm, aromatic, grate- 
ful taste in the mouth. Unfortunately, my stock 
of the yangona root became soon exhausted, and 
hitherto I have been unable to renew my stock to 
enable me to continue my experimental researches. 
Of this I am fully and perfectly satisfied, that in 
the contained juices of the roots and lower portions 
of the stems of the “Yangona Naviti,” piper 
methysticum, we possess a most valuable adjunct to 
the materia medica for superseding all the ordi- 
narily used remedies for the easy, safe, and success- 
ful treatment of gonorrhea and allied affections, 
being pleasant to take, always tolerated by the 
weakest and most susceptible stomachs, and leav- 
ing no troublesome gleety discharges as sequences 
to follow its judicious exhibition.—Czncinnati 
Medical News. 

ON A NATURAL SOAP AND ITS USE IN THE 
TREATMENT OF SKIN DISEASES.—In my paper 
on the external treatment of skin diseases, read at 
the last session of the Pennsylvania State Medical 
Society, I discussed, among other remedies, the 
therapeutic action of the two common soaps-— 
namely, the hard or soda soap, and the soft 
or potash soap. Both before and at the time 
of this meeting I had been making experi- 
ments with what I supposed to be a_ natural 
soap. The experiments not being then com- 
plete, I was not ablg to notice in my paper 
this third variety of soap. I purpose giving here 
a brief description of it. Mr. L. Wolff, of this 
city, who has kindly assisted me for some time in 
preparing the various kinds of soaps, remarked to 
me upon one occasion that he thought the Quz/- 
lata Saponaria bark infusion would have the 
same effect on the skin as a mild soap. I at once 
began an investigation into the constituents of 
this bark and their action on the skin, of which 
the following is the result : 

The Quzllata Saponaria is indigenous to Chili. 
Its bark is imported in flat pieces, which are us- 
ually several inches wide and from two to three 
feet in length. These are hard and tough and of 
light gray color. In the shops it is generally found 
in raspings and small woody fibres mixed with 
an acrid dust which readily provokes sneezing. It 
contains, among other ingredients, saponin, sul- 
phate of calcium, and a small quantity of starch. 
The first substance is its most active principle, 
and was first isolated in 1850, by Le Boeuf, by 
displacement with hot alcohol. The cold tincture 
contains the saponin, which can be readily separ- 
ated by evaporation. Prepared in this way it is 
a white crystalline powder of a sweet and acrid 
taste, slightly soluble in water, but more readily 
soluble in strong and boiling alcohol. It is used 
in the arts for bleaching merinos, white linens, 
and in cleansing silks and other fabrics. It hasa 
marked action upon the animal economy, as is 
shown by the local anzsthesia that follows when 
a solution of it is injected under the skin. A 
saturated alcoholic solution of it possesses the 
power of dissolving gums, resins and oils, and 
will form with them, after being mixed with water, 
permanent emulsions. This same solution when 
shaken with mercury will keep it suspended. It 
will be seen that saponin in solution possesses all 
the chemical action of soap, and is often pre- 
ferred to the latter. As a therapeutic agent this 
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natural soap can be used in the form of infusion, 
tincture, or fluid extract. 

An infusion of this bark can be easily made 
by tying .some of it in a piece of white flannel, 
and allowing it to remain in a bowl of water for 
one or two hours, until the saponin is dissolved. 
I resort to this method of extracting the active 
principle, in order to avoid the irritating effect of 
the minute fibres of the bark. If this solution is 
applied to any part of the body it will be found 
to fulfill all the requirements of a mild soap, and 
act in addition as a moderate stimulant and 
astringent on the skin. I have used it with marked 
benefit in dandruff of the scalp. It causes the 
enlarged glands of the part to contract, and often 
removes all infiltration of the skin. It has also 
been of great service in removing the scales in 
simple pityriasis, and in producing at the same 
time its moderately stimulant and astringent ac- 
tion. Similarly, I have had some excellent re- 
sults from its use in chronic ulcers and eczema 
of the extremities. I usually saturate a_ roller 
bandage with the infusion and bandage up the 
part. The cases in which I tried this means had 
previously used both the simple dry and wet 
roller bandage, but no success was attained until 
the above method was adopted. 

This infusion is also a valuable remedy for aid- 
ing in arresting excessive secretion and fetid per- 
spiration. The parts that are usually affected by 
these troubles are the face, armpits, hands and 
feet. In cases involving the face and armpits, I 
instruct the patient to dip a small piece of sponge 
in the infusion and carefully mop over the surface 
once or twice daily. When the hands and feet 
are affected they should be bathed in the solution 
nightly, or on alternate nights, according to the 
condition. . 

When a more active stimulant and astringent 
effect is required, the tincture of saponin can be 
employed with much advantage. The tincture is 
prepared by extracting the bark, as already men- 
tioned, by means of strong boiling alcohol. The 
solution thus formed is clear and of a deep wine 
color. It has a strong but rather pleasant odor, 
and a pungent taste. It is chiefly employed as an 
external remedy, and when applied to a part has a 
refrigerant effect. It is miscible with both water 
and oil, and has the power of dissolving, emulsify- 
ing and removing fats and dirt from the skin. In 
many diseases, especially in seborrhoea sicca, I 
have found it far preferable to the tincture of 
green soap. It has all the advantages that are 
claimed for the tincture of green soap, and at the 
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same time is free from the high diffusive, penetrat- 
ing and destructive action on the tissues that the 
latter possesses. 

I have used this tincture with great benefit, not 
only in the diseases to which the infusion js appli- 
cable, but also in general thinning and loss of hair 
in different parts of the body. It can be employed 
with great advantage as an addition to the internal 
treatment in that variety of the loss of hair in 
which the scalp is to all appearances healthy, but 
the surface is covered with short, fine and downy 
hairs. In cases of this description it should be 
applied in full strength with a sponge, and should 
always be thoroughly rubbed into the scalp, and 
afterwards rinsed off with water. 

A very valuable preparation of this bark is made 
by Parke, Davis & Co., of Detroit, Michigan, in 
the form of a fluid extract, and will fulfill all the 
advantages that have been claimed for the tinc- 
ture.— Fohn V. Shoemaker, A. M., M. D., in the 
Philadelphia Medical Bulletin. 


CHAULMOOGRA OIL has been recommended as 
a specific in phthisis pulmonaris, but Dr. I. Burney 
Yeo, physician to the Brompton Hospital has 
made a thorough trial of it in nine cases and re- 
ports (Zhe Practitioner, April, 1879) only negative 
results. The oil has a nauseous flavor which ren- 
ders its administration more difficult than that of 
cod-liver oil. Dr. Yeo suggests that it may be 
given in Jerles, which would remove this objection. 
In one case there was decided improvement, but this 
was not surely diagnosticated as one of. phthisis, it 
may have been simply a case of pleuritis, besides 
strong tonics with iron were given and active coun- 
ter-irritation was employed in this case, which 
might account for the improvement observed irre- 
spective to the effects of the oil. Dr. Liveing states 
that he has obtained remarkable results from the 
use of this oil in leprosy. 

CONDURANGO BARK AGAIN.—I. von Dietrich 
reports the case of a woman, 49 years of age, 
who had suffered for ten years from pain in the 
stomach, for three years had noticed a tumor in 
the umbilical region, and who had been confined 
to bed for six months with all the symptoms of 
well-marked cancerous cachexia. After using the 
condurango for four weeks, the tumor was reduced 
to a quarter of its original volume, the patient 
again became able to work, and a month later 
only perceived slight hardening, and was other- 
wise quite well.— Practitioner ; from Col. f. Chi- 





rurgie, 1879, No. 1. 





1879] 


NEW PREPARATIONS. 


215 





Editor’s Notes. 


THE third annual meeting of the American Der- 
matological Association will be held at the rooms 
of the Academy of Medicine, 12 West Thirty-first 
street, New York, on the 26th, 27th and 28th of 
August, 1879. For particulars, address Dr. Rob- 
ert W. Taylor, 42 West Twenty-first street, New 
York. 


SEE prospectus of Chicago Medical Gazette in 
our present number, and send in your name on a 

stal card for a specimen copy of the new journal, 
which will be mailed to you as soon as issued. 








Our brethren of the medical quill are very gene- | 
rally complaining of the warm weather, and in not 
a few instances their journals bear evidences of a | 
lack of the “editorial fire.” NEW PREPARATIONS, | 
however, suffers no such paltry thing as a slight 
rise in the thermometer to mar the symmetry of 
its excellence. Semper paratus is its working 


motto. 
WE congratulate our readers on the character | 


of the original articles which we are able to pre- 
sent them. The working men of the profession 





are realizing more and more as NEW PREPARA- 
TIONS grows older, that it is ‘Ae medium through 
which to reach those whose business it is to keep 
themselves abreast of the times in the matter of 
new remedies, and in which they are to look for 
information on these remedies. When you run 
across anything new in the way of a medicine, or 
discover a new indication for an old remedy, and 
you wish to give your fellow laborers in the field 
the benefit of it, NEW PREPARATIONS is your 
medium. 


NEw DruGs.—Any inquiries you may wish to 
make concerning the action of any new drug, please 
to send tous; if we cannot readily answer it our- 
selves, we will give it publication. Some one out 
of our many thousand readers will undoubtedly be 
able to give you the information you wish. 


CORRESPONDENCE.—If you have an unusually 
interesting case to offer, write its history in detail 
for the Original Department, to the extent of, say, 
two pages of foolscap. 


If you wish merely to express your opinion gen- 
erally on the merits of a new remedy, write for 
Correspondence Department, to the extent of a 
page of note paper or finely written postal card. 








Publisher’s Notes. 





| 
Subscriptions. 


a match, and lights zt at the same moment. 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICE for 1879, one dollar. | Like all our premiums, this is only offered to 
The /udex for 1878 is now ready, and every sub- | actual subscribers who send the names of New 
scriber for 1878 is entitled to it. Subscribers. Thus, a physician who is not a paid 
For one dollar and fifty cents inclosed to Geo. S. | subscriber, cannot remit $1.00 for his own subscrip- 
Davis, Publisher, we will send NEw PREPARATIONS | tion, and claim a premium. But if he is already 


(monthly) and MICHIGAN MEDICAL NEws (semi- on our books as a paid subscriber for 1879, or if he 


monthly) for oze year to any address. 


BACK NUMBERS (1877-78), each 10 cents. Back | 
numbers, bound—Vols. I and II—each vol.—paper | 
40 cents; board 75 cents. January, 1878, is now 
out of press. 

We shall be pleased. to have all who receive a | 
sample copy of this number continue with us, and 
hope they will send their remittances of one dollar | 
each in to us as speedily as possible, so that | 
our mail list can be got in readiness for the next | 
issue. 

Write your name and address Alaznly. When 
possible inclose your printed address (card, bill or 
note head). 

Send at once for our Prospectus, if you have not | 
already seen it. It gives special rates for all the | 
leading medical journals in the United States, in | 
connection with NEW PREPARATIONS. It also 
contains our list of Premzums. 

If you feel unable to pay the retail prices of 
medical publications, notice that you can obtain 
NEW PREPARATIONS with many of them for a 
year, without extra charges, if both publications 
are ordered through us. Many have availed them- 
selves of our clubbing rates the past few weeks. 

For publications of Messrs. Wm. Wood & Co., 
Henry C. Lea, and D. G. Brinton, we must here- 
after charge their list prices, with $1.00 additional 
for NEW PREPARATIONS, as they no longer make 
the usual trade discounts to any publishers. To 
save you the annoyance of making two remittances 
we will, however, be responsible for your payment | 
teaching them if sent to us with your remittance | 





pays for himself at the same time, he can send $1.00 
for another subscription, and claim the premium. 
Subscribers cannot claim both the premium and 
the advantages of our clubbing rates on the same 
subscriptions. 
Agents. 


We want more agents. Good smart men, phy- 
sicians with little practice, drug clerks, or any per- 
sons brought into direct contact with physicians, 
can do well by canvassing for us. The work is 
easy, honorable, requires no capital, and pays well. 

We furnish sample copies graézs. Write at 
once, stating your qualifications for canvassing, 
and the territory you want, and we shall be pleased 
to correspond with you. 

Agents now working for us are very successful 
thus far. 


Correspondence. 


Address all correspondence and printed matter 
pertaining to the journal to Geo. S. Davis, Box 641, 
Detroit. 

In corresponding, don’t blame us for an appar- 
ent inattention to your wants, until you know we 
are at fault. We have a large file of letters which 
ought to be answered; some have no signature, 
others no address, and many we cannot read either 
signature or place. Your letter of complaint will 
enable us to answer you. 

WE shall continue the reports of practitioners 
upon the remedies introduced to your notice next 
year, and shall also continue our reports upon such 
other new-comers as may be of interest to the pro- 


for NEW PREPARATIONS. |fession; hence we cordially invite physicians to 
_A new premium for one subscriber is a Self-| send us, for publication, their written experience 
lighting Pocket Match Safe, in which a slight) with any of the mew remedies alluded to in our 
Movement of the hand opens the case, throws out | columns, or upon kindred subjects. 
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Professional and Business Chances. 


Business Caances.—Under this head we will be happy to insert, gratis, from three to five lines from any physic! 


is 


druggist who wishes to dispose of his property. These brief notices should state where the property is located, its yaly 

reasons for selling, etc. This liberal offer enables physicians and druggists wishing to change their location to bring , 

matter free of expense to the notice of thousands who might wish to purchase. The circulation of New Prep ’ 

is already very large, and rapidly increasing. It goes to every State and Territory in the United States as well agg 

Canada and Great Britain. , 
Please note our request that each advertiser will advise us as soon as the advertisement has achieved its purpose 





JHYSICIAN — LOCATION.—A good a paving practice, lp JHYSICIAN—LOCATION.—A good location fora 
office, books and furniture, good dwelling-house, | physician and surgeon, in one of the finest f 
orchard and shrubbery, two good store houses, five | districts in Illinois. Value of property, $2,500, cost 
acres of land in good cultivation in edge of town. 1 sell | $3,000. Reason. health. Terms easy. Address, with tal 
= or part ; cause, declining health, being now nearly fifty- | Dr. J. G. Harvey, Grove City, Christian Co., Ill. 
‘our years old, and in the practice over twenty five years. 7 
; ILL TRADE new brick residence on main 
Address, J. R. Pack, M. D., Hermitage, Hickory Co., ] Mo. value $2,000, for stock of drugs. Answer soon, 
FINE CHANCE FOR INVESTMENT.—A drug _" Dr. E. F. Beogel, Dunkirk, Ohio. 
store in one of the best business locations in the city | ror SALE. —Drug stock and fixtures, valued at 
of Detroit is now offered for sale. The proprietor is com- Located in the finest farming county in the west; 
pelled by urgent personal reasons to close up his business | tory large, and good trade; good reasons for sellin 
en a brief period, ~ will offer stock, x yy ond — terms and particulars address Lock box 499, Marshall, Min 
will at verv reasonable figures. Part cash is asked, and a : ma 
easy terms for the balance, if good security can be given. es sO —A GOOD CHANCE FOR “S} 
Any one with available funds will find a bargain in a cash MENT.—Drugs and furniture for wore stock small, 
purchase. The store is well stocked with every requisite for | Can be made a paying business; an excellent ocation for 8 
a first-class store, and is in excellent condition. Address, physician; will sell residence and 10844 acres of land 
“ ” ¥ Si 
Sragyes," box Cl, Detron, Mich. Dr. J. Hendricks, Waelder, Gonzales Co., Texag, ” 


OR SALE. —To physician wishing a_ very desirable \OR SALE—DRUG STORE.—In a town of 8,000in 
country practice and an excellent village home, con- I: itants in central Ohio. Good location. Stock, 
sisting of No. 1 frame dwelling, seven rooms, well finished, | cajes from $8,000 to $9,000 per year. Will sell at invotes 
with all modern conveniences—wells and cisterns, 44 acre | then deduct $500, or lump and sell at a bargain. ‘ 
of ground well fenced, abundance of fruit. Ovfice on alley, sons for selling. ' Address, X, box 641, goes 
ten feet from residence. Stables roomy and convenient. 
Location, near Delaware, O. Reasons, wishes to retire from I ARE CHANCE FOR A YOUNG PHYSICIA 
practice. For all particulars, address, For thirty days only do I offer a - payi ng boas 
Crawford & Horr, Delaware, Ohio. ood office furniture, drugs, good will, etc., for $1 
a ———_________________ | Possession at any time. easons for selling, wish to go te 
re SALE.— ai: good sized brick house, new and large | California. Furniture alone worth the money. Add 
; Saem, measly —- sane of at — # fruit, located | Dr. Otis, Wooster, Ohio, ¥ 
n a small village 8 miles west of Jackson; has a seminary; | . - "SICI 
no saloons; a rich yy | town with no other physician u | ae ee Good house, bam, 
it. Cost of building and lot $3,300, will sell for $2,200, one- | | year, in a thriving village, for sale for what the place i 
fourth down, remainder on time, with security. Reason | | \ : th” Reason for selling. want to remeen an thea ‘ 
make the great sacrifice, am 78 years old and a sick wife. | Add 7 _ — ” &, Box 24, Milan. Mich. 
Address, G. R. Powers, M. D., Spring Arbor, Jackson Co., | #@@TESS, 
Mich. er a ge | drug goa best store, in - cos 
a 7 = ANTE ‘ counties of Iowa. Stock clean, new and sm: 
HYSICIAN—PARTNER WANTED.—A young MAD | low, location best in town. Good reasons given. Addresm: 
of integrity and good morals, possessed of energy and “'B.” care box 641, Detroit, Mich. 
intelligence, in good professional standing, to assist one in 
a large and growing re —— in an interior town of Texas. I RUG STORE.—Drug store for sale, 75 miles from 
Address. . M., Box 641, Detroit, Mich. York; — city, — = le on —— fe x. 
. 7 P , health is why offere Sales about $40 a day. er 
OR SALE—Drug store and fixtures at a bargain, with . 
Foor without building “Will take $500 for stock and fix: __ Jeunings, 318 Greenwich strech, EE 
tures — about one-half their value. Reasons for selling, I WASIED. .—A German partner to engage in th : 
wish to devote my whole attention to practice. Location, and liquor business. Business already established) 
Ashley, Ill. Enquire of G. W. Thompson, M. D., Ashley, Ill. ' capital required, $1,000. Address, P. O. box 121, Deshler, OF 


















































Miscellaneous Business Notices. 


a mn : a 


V ICHIGAN MEDICAL NEWS.— Published semi- | i? STOCK.—A large supply of genuine 4 
a monthly. Terms only one dollar per year. Edited by | Cascara Sagrada, Gurjun Balsam, 4 
J. J. Mulheron. Send three-cent postage stamp i Penthorum Sedoides, Folia Carobe, 4 

specimen copy. Gentiana, Quinqueflora, Bael Fruit, ’ 
= —--— Berberis Aquifolium, Boldo Leaves, 
E LIXIRS WINES AND SY RU PS. _Parke, Davis &| Yerba Reuma, Jaborandi, 

4 Co. have made many improvements in these elegant | Grindelia Robusta. 

harmaceuticals. Their list comprises all standard formu- | PaRKE, Davis « & Co., Detroit, = 
#2, as well as the most recent combinations of new remedies. he : 
Physicians will insure satisfaction, and enc —_s uality in | pe« GRANULES. —These granules. are intended # 
manufacture by specifying ‘*‘P. D. & Co.’s” o eir pre- | poy = d the need of physicians in such cases as req 
scriptions. | minute doses, or frequent repetition, for adults, or in com 

- — of children. For the sake of beauty of appe 


ACTATED PEPSINE (not patented.) A new com- | and to distinguish them from the regulur line of 
4 pound digestive agent, composed of pepsine, maltose, | C0@ting of pink sugar is applied. Specify fa D. & ona 
diastase, pancreatine, lactic acid, and hydrochloric acid. | Pink Granules ” on your orders. ParkE, Davis 
Recommended in dyspepsia and all phases of mal- nutrition, 
and in sickness of mn dy aeoa > “PD. & Co's.’ OLDO.—The new Chilian tonic recommended in 4 
ance, D Davis 8 & Co. sia, gonor! hoea and rheumatism. Ma a of Oo 
ParKE, Davis 














Pa (Csscara 8: AGRADA (Rhamnus Purshiana.) The | I 
/ fluid extract of this drug has been proved to be one of 
the most useful liquid cathartics known to the profession. | j 4. and md —— of the a Poe ete 
As a laxative and remedy in habitual constipation it has no | 228°; yo other excessive discharges ais 
equal. See Adv. pageIV. Parke, Davis & Co., Detroit. | P88° 


ae aes 3 OTO BARK.—The new remedy for diarrhea in all it 
Aye Bhd CAPSULES. — Physicians = requested to ex-|\_) phases. Also recommended = colic, tooth 
v) amine Parke, Vavis so.°8 capsules in comparison lgi i ka vertisin page 
with others in the market. Send for mn RR cironlar. na temcaanenivssssanneinr eer nt ee 





HUS AROMATICA.—The new remedy for diab 

















ae \HLOR-ANODYNE.—A reliable and convenient 
GOS UN BALSAM.—The new substitute for copaiba, dy in colic, cramps, cholera-morbus, cholera int 
in gonorrhoea, for sale in quantities as desired by Is also indicated in any —__ess requiring & 
ParRKE Davis & Co., Detroit. dyne. See advertising page V 











